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Memorandum 

To : SAC, WMFO (31C-WF-189911) -¢®} Date 11/8/93 | 

Fm: saL id (08) be 
b7c 

Subject: "FINDERS" GROUP; 


WSTA - SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE — PI; 
00: WMFO 


Attached to this memo are copies of materials relating 
to captioned grou rovided to writer on 11/08/93 by Senior 
Special Agent United States Customs Service, 
Customs Headquarters, 1301 Constitution Ave, NW, Washington, D.C. 


This information is further described as listed below: 


1. Copy of "FINDERS" briefing bullets prepared by SA 
[____i|for Commissioner, U. S. Customs briefing book. 


2. Copy of sa[ ss memo to file dated 
3. Copy of sa[ ss memo to file dated 


2/7/87. 


4/13/87. 

4. Copy of a NEXUS report prepared by U.S. Customs. 

5. Copies of [sd 22/7/87, and 4/13/87 memos with  p¢ 
names removed together_with a "FINDERS" chronology provided to b7c 


U.S. Customs by a sgti sot the Tallahassee, Florida 
Police Department. 


6. Copies of Tallahassee Police Department Reports 
concerning the[ 
[Jana subsequent "FINDERS" group investigation. 

7. Copy of U.S. Customs RAC Tallahassee case file 


dated 2/87. 


8. Copy of U.S. Customs RAC Reston case file dated 


4/13/87. 
9. Copy of a magazine article titled "In search of the 
Finders". = 
WMFO SCF 1879 | 
De mmde ld [ SEARCHED. INDEXED mga >! 
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en nnn ter 


wry 08 1993 


I SERIALIZ FILED. 4 


re tA red 


"FINDERS" 


On August 23, 1993, I was advised by agents om the 
SAC/Miami had interviewed per 


office that the 
zequest a SAC/Miami. They listened to 


reiterate the information he provided earlier 
to RAC/Ft. Lauderdale and Postal Inspectors and in his 
letters to_various members of the legislature. Upon 


regarding a group called the 
"Finders". inquired if the agents were aware 
of this case and suggested they _ make themselves 
knowledgeable of its details. a no 
further information. At that time I queried the name 
"Finders" and "The Finders" in the CPPU database and 
was able to locate a record under each title. These 
records revealed that an investigation had occurred at 
the RAC/Tallahassee and RAC/DC. A brief statement 
regarding the initiation of the case was included in 
one CPPU database entry. Neither entry mentioned child 
pornography. I queried the case number in[____ Jana 


determined th n open and closed by 
Special Agent on February 12, 1987. No 
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Oe br beedtenn Qh, pepef 


b6 
b7C 
bT7E 


further information was located. This information was 


rovided to SAC/Miami agents. It should be noted that 
fieeseaa retired from the_Customs Service. A copy b6 
FS) @ CPPU records and the[____]record are attached as ae 
number 17. b7E 


Inquiries regarding this matter witn[ 
Division Director, Smuggling Investigations Division, 
revealed that j incident was investigated by 
Special i a he was assigned to what 
was then the C/DC. 


ber 3, 1993, I spoke with Special AgentL___] 

who is currently assigned to Headquarters, 
ncernal Affairs. po hee the agent who participated 
with the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) during the 
initial stages of their investigation of the "Finders". 

provided two "Memo to File" reports, one dated 
"2/7/87" and the other "4/13/87". Copies of these memos are 
attached as number 18. 


b6 
CS eve BIC 
establishment of the Child Pornography and Protection Unit 


at the request of then Commissioner Von Raab. Upon final 
staffing of the unit, he was transferred to the RAC/DC where 
he was assigned to work among other things, child 
pornography cases. 


[siadvisead that the reason the Tallahassee Police 
Department (TPD i 


stated thatL__—— contacted Special agent[ 
RAC/DC, who was duty agent, because the TPD was 


requesting assistance in contacting Washington DC area law Re 
enforcement agencies that could help follow up on leads that ia 
they had developed. Subsequently, Customs was able to bIE 


assist in this matter by arranging contact between the TPD 
and the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD), Washington DC. 


sal stated that he originally got involved with 
whe : : ae 
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[sd state he accompanied MPD in the search of one 
location while accompanied MPD in the search of a 
second location. During the search of one location, no 
child pornography was located. At the second location 


It should be noted that Special Agent 
has retired from the U.S. Customs Service. 


[ was asked about what if any FBI involvement b3 
occurred during the execution of the warrants. b6 
stated that Special Agent Washington Field b7C 


Office, had been_assigned to the case. said that 
he was told chat ade a walk-through of one the 


sites the day after the warrant was executed. 


sal_____—icJadvised that after the search warrants were 


executed ried several times to contact Detective 

(MPD) to attempt to review the documents 
he had reportedly seen. These attempts were b6 
unsuccessful until March 31, 1987, when met b7c 
with Sgt n Stitcher, MPD, who advise im of the bIE 
alledged involvement. It should be noted that Sgt. 


Stitcher is now deceased. 


er 14, 1993, I spoke with 
Office of Congressional Affairs to discuss 
this issue. This meeting was a result of Congressman 
Rose’s questions to the Commissioner about this matter. 
At that time, all available information regarding 
Customs involvement on this issue was provided to 
A copy of the memorandum dated September 9, 
1993, from Assistant Commissioner, Congressional 
Affairs, to the Assistant Commissioner, Enforcement, b6é 
requesting this information is attached as number 19. b7c 


On September 14, 1993, I met with 

National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
(NCMEC) . ae | me that he had been a MPD 
officer in 1987 and had participated in the execution 
of the search warrant at one of the locations where the 
"Finders" resided. further stated that his 


function during the search warrant was to 
stated 
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that while the whole matter was bizarre, he did not 
notice any child pornography. [.. ]then provided 
me with some UPI news articles he had obtained from 


NEXIS. None of these articles mentioned 
involvement. The articles are attached as number 20. 


On September 16, 1993, Deputy Assistant Commissioner, 
Enforcement, requested me to develop more 
information pertaining to this matter. 


On September 16, 1993, I Ss i 
Tallahassee. [__ Jaavisea that he ha een contacted 
by SAC/Miami_agents for any information regarding the 
"Finders". ae oe that he had requested the TPD 
to provide any information they might have on the 
incident that occurred in 1987. The officer he spoke 
with provided him ie all police reports and a 

ti 


requested that provide me with the same 
information as well as any Customs case reports. He 
advised that after the initial opening report, the 
investigation revealed no Customs violations and the 
matter was closed. It should be noted that both the 
TPD police reports and the news article reported the 
incident as being bizarre. At no time did either 
report mention child pornography or any other violation 
that would fall within Customs jurisdiction nor did 
either report mention any involvement. The TPD 
report and news article are attached as number 21. The 
RAC/Tallahassee case report is attached as number 22. 


On September 16, 1993, _I contacted ASAC 


SAC/Baltimore office. was the acting RAC/Reston on 
February 5, 1987. stated that from what he could 
remember of the incident, he had cautioned about 
getting involved in the matter, as he suspecte at there 


were no Customs violations at that time. stated 


On September 16, 1993, I contactea[ | regarding 
additional information about this matter. He stated that 
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On September 16, 1993, I contacted Special Agent] © 
Sy FBI, Washington Field Office. [[__|was the 
FBI case agent_who handled matters regarding child 
pornography. [______]stated that the "Finders" was a very 
bizarre communal group who got their name based on the fact 
that they could "find" _any type of information that was 
requested of then. stated 


She said that during 
period o ime, the subject of child pornography and 
child sexual abuse was in the limelight of media attention 
because of the Meese report and the passing of the Child 
Protection Act. As a result, she stated that this case 
started a media frenzy. She also advised that it appeared to 
her that and the MP 


exploitation, child pornography, or kidnapping was obtained. 


In a memorandum dated March 
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b3 
b6 
b7C 


b7C 

. L ererematbavised that she interviewed every member of the bT7E 
inders™ during her investigation. She said the group was 

' a bizarre and abnormal cult that lived a different type of 


lifestyle. At no time did she uncover any evidence of any 
federal violations. She further stated that she had never 


involvement and was 


heard about any State Department o 


to discontinue her investigation. 


On September 17, 1993, I contacted Freedom of Information 
Offices in both Headquarters and the Southeast region. I 
inquired as to_whether there were any records of FOIA 
requests from This met with negative results. 


On September 17, 1993, I contacted SAC/DC and requested that 
they provide me with the investigative case file regarding 
this matter. An examination of the case file revealed no 
mention of child pornography. A copy of this case file is 
attached as number 23. 


On September 17, 1993, I contacted 
stated that from what he could remember, tended to 


get himself involved in matters involving children that were 


outside the jurisdiction of Cust ar as this matter 
is concerned, stated that did not show any 
n_ after 


indication of a Customs violatio is 

to discontinue the 
investigat stated that he does not recall any 
mention of involvement. 
On September 17, 1993, I interviewed( sd cae 
Division Director, Smuggling Investigations Division. He b7E 


stated that recalls the incident but does not remember any 
fax being _sent_to him, however, he did not deny receiving 
the ese (ee that during that time, Customs 
Headquarters had no line authority over field offices, and 
therefore he was not in a position to dictate what action 
was appropriate. een that_he does not recall 


any conversations between himself and regarding 
this matter and certainly does not recall any discussion of 
involvement. 
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Heading # 2 
295 
13 of the 30 presumed members ‘of a religious sect arrested amid 
allegations linking the church to sexual activity involving children have 


been released from custody, a judge said Saturday. 


Press (return) to continue...-> 


Heading # 3 
0669252 

Although many adults enjoy healthy friendships with teenagers, 
psychologists warned Friday that parents should be alert for Signals of 
potential child sexual abuse. 


Press (return) to continue...-> 


Heading # 4 
0° 79201 

~1@ British branch of a religious cult under investigation in Argentina 
claims the organization is the target of persecution and says it is 
"deplorable" to link the group with child abuse, prostitution, begging and 
kidnapping. 


Press (return) to continue...-> 


Heading # 5 
0669200 

Argentine investigators will wait until next week to review pornographic 
material seized and question sect members arrested in a raid in which 268 


children were taken into custody, officials said Friday. 


Press (return) to continue...-> 


Heading # 6 


0669071 


lice searched several residences Wednesday and took about 300 children 
away from members of the outlawed Children of God religious group, a cult 
accused of promoting indiscriminate sex. 


Heading #1 e Searched: 52 003 15:57 
*S/°Q: stop/start; “T: Paging OFF; “C/(esc): interrupt (* = CTRL/CONTROL key) 


15078 
. D : ADVICE ON DESIGN AND DECOR Easy on the Eyes - and Feet 
Newsday (ND) - Thursday September 2, 1993 
By: Beth Sherman 
Edition: NASSAU AND SUFFOLK Section: AT HOME Page: 83 
Word Count: 698 


Press (return) to continue...-—> 

Heading # 1 Searched: 09-13-1993 16:03 

*“S/°Q: stop/start; “T: Paging OFF; *C/(esc): interrupt (* = CTRL/CONTROL key) 
0645417 


The fate of the largest sunken treasure in American history worth about 
$1 billion is going to the Supreme Court, where an armada of lawyers will 
argue the legal virtues of finders-keepers. 


Press (return) to continue...-> 


Heading # 31 Searched: 09-13-1993 16:07 
“S/°Q: stop/start; “T: Paging OFF; *C/(esc): interrupt (* = CTRL/CONTROL key) 


0342936 
SECTION: General news 
“PORY TAG: children 
-TELINE: TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (UPT) March 18, 1987 
#IME: 23:05ps CYCLE: pm 
PRIORITY: Deferred WORD COUNT: 0210 


Authorities dropped child abuse charges against two members of the 
Finders commune who were arrested last month when police found them with 
Six hungry and dirty young children in a city park. 


Police Lt. Roy Dickey said prosecutors and defense attorneys agreed to 
the dismissal late Tuesday and Michael Hollwell and Doug Ammerman were 
promptly released from jail. 


“They did not find that the original probable cause was invalid, but 
upon further investigation they found that the facts were different than 
they originally appeared to the officers that originally made the arrest," 
Dickey said. 


Press (return) to continue...-> 


Hollwell and Ammerman were arrested Feb. 4 in a park when they could 
not explain where they and the six children with them were going or 
identify the youngsters’ parents. The suspects and the children, age 2-6, 


were subsequently linked to the Finders communal organization of Washington 
D.C. 


Four of the children were released to their parents, Dickey said, but 
aS unsure of the status of the two other children. 


’ 


Press (return) to contir®@...-> ©} 
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ding # 32 


0342535 
SECTION: General news 
STORY TAG: children 
DATELINE: TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (UPI) March 17, 1987 
TIME: 18:59ps CYCLE: am 
PRIORITY: Deferred WORD COUNT: 0203 


Child abuse charges were dismissed Tuesday against two members of the 
Finders commune who were arrested last month after being found with six 
dirty and hungry young children in a city park. 


Tallahassee Police Lt. Roy Dickey said prosecutors and defense attorneys 
agreed to the dismissal. 


"They did not find that the original probable cause was invalid, but 
upon further investigation they found that the facts were different than 
they originally appeared to the officers that originally made the arrest,” 
Dickey said. 


Michael Hollwell and Doug Ammerman were arrested in a Tallahassee park 
Feb. 4 when they could not explain to police where they and the six dirty, 
Press (return) to continue...-> 


F cgry children with them were going or identify the parents of the 
.dren. 


The two men and the children, age 2-6, were linked to the Finders 
communal organization of Washington D.C. 


Dickey said four of the children have been released to their parents, 
but he was unsure of the status of the two other children. 


Press (return) to continue...-> 


Heading # 33 


034174] 
SECTION: General news 
STORY TAG: children 
DATELINE: MIAMI (UPI) March 12, 1987 
TIME: 06:42ps CYCLE: pm 
PRIORITY: Deferred WORD COUNT: 0275 


Three of six children who belong to The Finders, a counterculture 
community based in Washington, D.C., have been ordered returned to their 
ers but the other three remain in temporary state supervision. 


Shortly after Wednesday’s order by Leon County Circuit Judge Victor 
Cawthon, the leader of The Finders said the group was disbanding. 


Defense attorney Pa® Walborsky called cawthon @ruring a victory. 


“I feel their right to be different has been vindicated," she said. 


She said the other three children will most likely be returned to their 
. .ents after a hearing later this month. She said close state supervision 
of their upbringing probably also will be ordered. 
Press (return) to continue...-> 


The six children were discovered playing in a Tallahassee park Feb. 4. 
They were in the company of James M. Holwell, 23, and Douglas Ammerman, 27. 


Holwell and Ammerman were arrested on misdemeanor charges of child 
abuse and are being held in the Leon County Jail pending their trial. 


Hours after the court ruling, Robert G. Terrell, also known as Genghis 
K. Plato, said his secretive organization’s experiment with “group work" 
had failed and is being dismantled after 17 years. 


"This is farewell from The Finders. We're breaking up," Terrell said. 
"You won't be hearing from The Finders again until Hong Kong is being run 
by the Chinese and the Panama Canal is being managed by the Panamanians in 
other words, at least until the year 2000." 


Press (return) to continue...-> 


Ss TO SELECT 


Review results again 

See full text article(s) 

See additional headings 

Start a new search / return to scan results menu 
Leave System 


NAM NF 


Total charges thus far: $61.00 
-> 


' A ‘judge Friday released five of six eal dirty and hungry ina 


park with two members @: communal organization he temporary care of 
S 


their, mothers pending a tody hearing. 


"The mothers have obtained separate places of residence in Leon County," 
di state attorney C.L. Fordham. "Each of the children will stay with 
a." 


The mother of the sixth child has returned to her Washington, D.C., 
home and. 3-year-old Benjamin Franklin will remain in a Health and 
Rehabilitative Services foster care home until the permanent custody 
hearing March 6. 


Leon County Judge Victor Cawthon ordered the release in a closed 
Press (return) to continue...-> 


hearing. Cawthon 2aee to allow reporters into © hearing because HRS 

Officials said it could include discussion of possible sexual abuse of the 

children. State law prohibits releasing any information about a sexual 
3e case. 


"I can assure you arrangements have been made for the protection of the 
children’s interest," HRS spokeswoman Connie Ruggles said. She refused to 
elaborate. 


Fordham also said he expected to resolve the fate of the two men, 
members of the Finders communal organization, arrested for child abuse 
while watching over the children by Monday. Fordham suggested that the two 
men Doug Ammerman and Michael Holwell might agree to plead guilty to lesser 
charges of child neglect. 


Holwell and Ammerman were arrested in a Tallahassee park Feb. 4 when 
they could not explain to police the dirty appearance of the children, or 
say who or where the children’s parents were. 


Both men were charged with one count of child abuse. Holwell was also 
charged with one count of resisting arrest without violence. 


On Nov. 14, five women claiming to be the mothers of the children 
Press (return) to continue...-> 


arrived in Tallahassee. Kristin Knauth, Judy Evans, Paula Arico, Carolyn 
Said and Patricia Livingston have said Ammerman and Holwell had taken the 
children on a Florida vacation with their knowledge and consent. 


Press (return) to continue...-> 
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0337145 
SECTION: General news 
STORY TAG: children 
BY: MCCLELLAND, MICHAEL 
DATELINE: TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (UPI) February 19, 1987 
TIME: 07:05ps CYCLE: pm 
PRIORITY: Deferred WORD COUNT: 0408 


Bond was reduced for two members of the Finders communal organization 
facing child abuse charges, but the judge ordered the men to stay away from 
Six children being held by the state pending a custody hearing. 


Judge George Reynolds III reduced bond Wednesday from $100,000 to 
$20,000 each for Michael Holwell and Doug Ammerman and issued his stay-away 
order in the event the men are released from Jails 


The men were arrested in a Tallahassee park Feb. 4 when they could not 

ain to police where they and the six dirty, hungry children with them 
‘4 going, or who the children belonged to. The group has since been tied 
to the Washington D.C.-based Finders communal organization. 


eo ee OO 


the parents of three of the children. Paula Arico and Pat Livingston said 
they let their chilar@m go on vacation with Anne@n and Howell and had 
"full faith" in them. 


Reynolds also heard brief testimony from the parents of Ammerman and 
well. Ammerman’s father, University of Florida agriculture professor 
cence Ammerman, said he did not see his son frequently, but that Doug 

Ammerman had come to his Gainesville home Jan. 20. 


Holwell’s father, New York high school math teacher James Holwell, said 
he had contact "on and off" with his son, his daughter-in-law Paula Arico, 
and their two children. 


Holwell originally identified himself as Michael Houlihan, but was 
indicted as Holwell. Prosecutor C.L. Fordham said Holwell has refused to 
answer questions since his arrest and frequently goes “into a trance" when 
questioned. 


Public defender Michael Minerva told Reynolds his clients are the 
center of a national controversy simply because they have an unusual 
lifestyle. But Fordham countered that the unusual case is far from settled. 

"We‘ve had a lot of roadblocks in this investigation," Fordham said. 
Press (return) to continue...-> 


"There are still so many unanswered questions. It may all turn out to be 
really innocuous, but at this point I’m just not comfortable saying this is 
all we're going to have. We don’t feel we have enough of a picture to let 
them waltz out of here." 


3S (return) to continue...-> 


Heading # 38 


0336575 
SECTION: General news 
STORY TAG: children 
BY: McCLELLAND, MICHAEL 
DATELINE: TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (UPT) February 17, 1987 
TIME: 21:59ps CYCLE: pm 
PRIORITY: Deferred WORD COUNT: 0408 


State officials told five women they will have to prove they are the 
mothers of six dirty, hungry children found in a park with two members of a 
communal organization before the issue of custody can be decided. 


"It’s not that we necessarily disbelieve these people are the mothers, 
but we need them to prove that," Connie Ruggles, a spokeswoman for the 
Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services, said Monday. "Anybody 
could just walk in here and claim to be the parents." 


Ruggles said the women claiming to be the children’s mothers met with 
HRS District Two chief administrator John Awad Monday morning and discussed 
. they needed to do to regain custody of the children. 


Press (return) to continue...-> 
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psychological evaluation. 


Ruggles “said cawt hi also could postpone . oe while he seeks 
additional information. 


In making his decision, she said, Cawthon will consider a report on 
ditions at the childrens’ alleged home in Washington, D.C., to be 
prepared by HRS’ sister agency in Washington. 


The six children, dirty and hungry, were taken into state care Feb. 4 
after their two adult companions were arrested in a Tallahassee park on 
child abuse charges. The men identified themselves as Douglas Edward 
Ammerman and James Michael Houlihan. 


The group, and the five women, have been linked to the Finders, a 
Washington-based communal organization. Houlihan and Ammerman are currently 
being held in Leon County Jail on $100,000 bond, awaiting trials on March 
30 and March 31. 


Ruggles did not have the names of the women involved. A copyright story 
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published by the Tallahassee Democrat newspaper on Sunday identified four 
of the women as Kristin Knauth, Judy Evans, Paula Arico and Carolyn Said. 


Ruggles said Awad told the five women they would have to conclusively 
prove they are the mothers as the first step in gaining custody of the 
children. She said HRS would call in law enforcement officials to evaluate 
any proof presented by the women. 
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Five women claiming to be members of the Finders organization met with 
state officials Monday in an attempt to gain custody of six children found 
dirty and hungry in a park with two other members of the group. 


The women met with John Awad, chief administrator of the Health and 
Rehabilitative Services District Two, and discussed what the women needed 


to do to regain custody of the children, HRS spokeswoman Connie Ruggles 
said. 


Ruggles did not have the names of the women involved. A copywright 
“Yin Sunday’s Tallahassee Democrat identified four of the women as 
stin Knauth, Judy Evans, Paula Arico and Carolyn Said. 
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The six, children taken into state care oer. 4 after their two 
adult, companions were “arrested in a Tallahassee park on child abuse 
charges. "The men who have identified themselves as Douglas Edward Ammerman 
and James Michael Houlihan were arrested because the children were dirty 

hungry and the men could not explain who the children belonged to. 


The group has since been linked to the Finders, a Washington, 
D.C.-based communal organization. Houlihan and Ammerman were being held in 
Leon County Jail on $100,000 bond. The children were in a foster care 
facility undergoing evaluation by HRS psychologists. 


Awad told the five women they would have to prove conclusively that 
they are the mothers as the first step in gaining custody of the children, 
Ruggles said. She said HRS would call in law enforcement officials to 
evaluate any evidence presented by the women. 


"It’s not that we necessarily disbelieve these people are the mothers, 
but we need them to prove that," Ruggles said. "Anybody could just walk in 
here and claim to be the parents." 

The women will have a chance to claim the children in a juvenile court 
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hearing scheduled for March 9, when Circuit Court Judge Victor Cawthon will 
hold an adjudication hearing on HRS request for custody of the children, 
Ruggles said. Cawthon could either give custudy to the mothers, to HRS, or 
postpone a ruling while he seeks additional information, Ruggles said. 
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Members of a bizarre Washington commune, whose rituals were initially 
feared to be satanic, portray themselves as unconventional but legal, a 
definition that puzzled police may soon come to accept. 


When two members of The Finders were arrested in a Tallahassee, Fla., 
park Feb. 4 and charged with child abuse, the unusual group was thrust into 
the national spotlight. 


Police pronounced them satanic and their rural Virginia retreat was 
Scrutinized for human remains. 


The sensationalism unraveled, first with Florida police recanting their 
"lnal suspicions that the men and children were involved in satanic 
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rituals. Then, District of Columbia and Virginia police said their 


sean F were TR ae ee wee Chae 4 ugDs dally peopire perpiexeda and 
‘even’ scared. But one mother in the Finders describes herself and others as 


"perfectly good people. & @ 


: "Granted, we have an alternative lifestyle," said the woman, who 
refused to give her name. "We're different from Mr. and Mrs. America next 
‘cr. But we love our children and we’re trying to lead a healthy, happy 
-€. And to have this incredible barrage of attention and negativity 
toward us is really an awful feeling." 


Tallahassee police announced early in the investigation of the men that 
they were believed to be part of a Devil worshipping cult based in the 
nation’s capital that demands that members surrender their children. 


"It is our belief these kids were not kidnapped but that their parents 
gave them away because one of the rites of passage into this satanic 
organization is that you have to give up your rights to your children," the 
police said. 


But as more became known about the group, Tallahassee police backed off 
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on the alleged satanic link. Police also said it was unclear whether 
initial reports that least one of the children had been sexually abused 
could be substantiated. 


Meanwile, other law enforcement agencies came up with evidence of 
plenty of odd doings, but no illegality. 


Finally, district Police Chief Maurice Turner, whose detectives had 
been investigating the group since December, said the commune members pose 
"- threat to themselves more than anything else." 


The children, ages 2 to 7 and giving such names as Honey Bee, John Paul 
Pope. and Benjamin Franklin, have remained in foster homes since the men 
were arrested. The men still face child abuse charges and the parents a 
custody battle over the children. 


They are waiting out what has evolved into a bizarre fairytale whose 
chapters include white-robed men ata goat-slaying ceremony in Virginia 
with youngsters holding goat fetuses. 


A Finders spokesman, who met with reporters while wearing a Ronald 
Reagan mask over the back of his head, said the investigation, from the 
outset, was a mixup. 
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“Reasonable people ... will realize a mistake has been made and it was 
blown way out of proportion and that it’s gone much too far,” said Robert 
Terrel). 


Asked how he would characterize the Finders, Terrell said, "We are on 
the cutting edge of the wit and humor movement." 


Reports of satanism surfaced when police seized pictures taken of a 

ceremony held on what appeared to be the Etlan, Va., farm. A goat’s head, 
“Skins and a scrapbook titled "The Execution of Henrietta and Igor" were 
» confiscated. 


Some pictures showed three men wearing white robes dismembering two 


Terrell, saying the ceremony was held for the children, said it was 
meant to be an educati l experience so they coul ee the insides of the 
goats. Robes’ were worn make an impression on the Youngsters, he said, to 
bring home the seriousness of killing an animal that was slaughtered for 
its meat. 
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Members of a bizarre Washington commune, with rituals initially feared to 
be satanic, portray themselves as unconventional but legal, a definition 
that puzzled police may soon come to accept. 


Two men, who said they were members of The Finders, were arrested in a 
Tallahassee, Fla., park Feb. 4 with six children. The men were charged with 
child abuse and police pronounced the group satanic. The group’s rural 
VW rginia retreat was scrutinized for human remains. 


The sensationalism unraveled, first with Florida police recanting their 
Original suspicions that the men and children were involved in satanic 
rituals. Then, District of Columbia and Virginia police said their 
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investigations would not yield any criminal charges. 
Still, the group seems bizarre. But one mother in The Finders describes 
herself and others as “perfectly good people." 


"Granted, we have an alternative lifestyle," said the woman, who 
refused to give her name. “We're different from Mr. and Mrs. America next 
door. But we love our children and we’re trying to lead a healthy, happy 
life. And to have this incredible barrage of attention and negativity 
toward us is really an awful feeling." 


Tallahassee police announced early in the investigation that they 
believed the arrested men to be part of a devil-worshipping cult based in 
the nation’s capital that demands that members surrender their children. 


"It is our belief these kids were not kidnapped but that their parents 
gave them away because one of the rites of passage into this satanic 
organization is that you have to give up your rights to your children," the 
police said. 


But as more became known about the group, Tallahassee police backed off 

that statement. Police also said it was unclear whether initial reports 
that least one of the children had been sexually abused could be 
substantiated. 
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plenty of odd doings, but no illegality. 


Finally, District @ ... Chief Maurice rorn whose detectives had 
been. investigating the group since December, said the commune members pose 
"a threat to themselves more than anything else." 


The children, ages 2 to 7 and given such names as Honey Bee, John Paul 
Pope and Benjamin Franklin, have been in foster homes since the men were 
arrested. The men still face child abuse charges and the parents a custody 
battle. 


A Finders spokesman, Robert Terrell, who met with reporters while 
wearing a Ronald Reagan mask over the back of his head, said the police 
investigation, from the outset, was a mixup. 


"Reasonable people ... will realize a mistake has been made and it was 
blown way out of proportion and that it’s gone much too far," said Terrell. 


Asked how he would characterize the Finders, he said, "We are on the 
cutting edge of the wit and humor movement." 

Reports of satanism surfaced when police seized pictures taken of a 
ceremony held on what appeared to be the Etlan, Va., farm. A goat’s head, 
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goatskins and a scrapbook titled "The Execution of Henrietta and Igor" were 
also confiscated. 


Some pictures showed three men wearing white robes dismembering two 
goats. Another picture showed at least one child showing a goat fetus to 
someone behind a hand-held camera. 


Terrell, saying the ceremony was held for the children, said it was 
. «nt to be an educational experience so they could see the insides of the 
goats. Robes were worn to make an impression on the youngsters, he said, to 
bring home the seriousness of killing an animal that was slaughtered for 
its meat. 


Former members of the group said "game-playing” was the mainstay of 
their philosophy. They say it was often difficult to determine if group 
members were serious or if they were acting out a fantasy. 
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3f agents have contacted the parents of six children found in a park 
1 two men linked to the mysterious Finders organization, but interviews 
revealed no illegal activity by the parents, authorities said. 
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"We have, uncovered ing that would point to & illegal activity” by 
the parents, Sheppard said, but he declined to discuss the interviews. 


Tallahassee police ended daily briefings on the arrest last week of two 
who were found in a city park with six young children described by 
_ -ice as filthy and covered with insect bites and scratches. 
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The men, who gave their names as Doug Ammerman and Michael Houlihan, 
were linked to the Finders, a Washington-based group police originally 
characterized as a satanic cult. Police subsequently backed off that 
description and now refer to the Finders simply as an organization. 


Parents of the children being held in Florida talked publicly in 
Washington about the ordeal and their lifestyle on Wednesday. 


"We are perfectly good people," said one mother, who appeared on CBS 
but refused to give her name. "Granted, we have an alternative lifestyle. 
We're different from Mr. and Mrs. America next door. But we love our 
children and we’re trying to lead a healthy, happy life. And to have this 
incredible barrage of attention and negativity toward us is really an awful 
feeling. 


Ammerman and Houlihan were arraigned Wednesday on one count each of 
misdemeanor child abuse charges. Houlihan also was arraigned on a single 
count of resisting arrest without violence. 


Leon County Judge George Reynolds III refused to reduce the $100,000 
bond set for the two men, but did not immediately set a trial date. 

The children were turned over to the state Department of Health and 

abilitative Services and are being interviewed by a child psychiatrist. 
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Six children taken from followers of the Finders group remained in state 
custody today and two men charged with abusing them entered pleas of 
innocent at their arraignment. 


The two men, who have given their names as Doug Ammerman and Michael 
Houlihan, were arrested on Feb. 4 after they were spotted in a city park 
with six children described by arresting officers as filthy and covered 
with insect bites and scratches. 


They have since been tied to the Washington, D.C.-based Finders 
“ ~anization. 


Both men appeared in court today and were ordered held on a single 
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count of child abuse not the six counts police earlier said had been filed. 
Neither man would speak with reporters. 


State authorities indicated they were unsure the children had been 
abused at all. 


Dr. Nauman Greenberg of Chicago, hired by the state Health and 
Rehabilitative Services Department, spent four hours with the children 
Tuesday. 


Greenberg said the children seemed troubled but that he was not 
immediately sure whether the problem was caused by the children’s 
upbringing or by their current circumstances. 


The children, taken a week ago, will remain in state custody at least 
until Feb. 26, when state officials will go before a judge to recommend 
what should be done with the youngsters. 


"Some of their problems were the kind you might see in children who had 
been institutionalized,” Greenberg said. "The real casual contact they 
wonld have with adults reminded me of young children who had been on a 

“atric ward for a long, long time." 

The children seemed physically healthy but showed signs of being 
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fhe state took custody of the children last Wednesday when police 
arrested Ammerman and H ihan watching over the aig® youngsters in a city 
park.. 


The men were being held in lieu of $100,000 bond. 


Health officials could not confirm statements made by Tallahassee 
police that two of the children were sexually abused. 


John Award, the department administrator, said a doctor’s report found 
a possibility of sexual abuse but no conclusive evidence. 


"Our information does not substantiate that or unsubstantiate that," 
Awad said. "We are still in the process of looking at that, but we have 
come to no definitive conclusions." 


In a related development, police in Etlan, Va., said they found no 
evidence of criminal activity in a search of a farm owned by Finders leader 
Marion Pettie and a house owned by his apparent sons, George and David 
Pettie. 
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Virginia police spokesman Charles Vaughan said officers seized "a 
computer, software, a couple of goatskins, a goat head and some papers and 
various documents, writing and cards." 
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The $100,000 bond for two Finders group members facing misdemeanor child 
abuse charges is justified by the mystery surrounding the case and six 
children found with the men, the prosecutor said Wednesday. 


The men, who have given their names as Doug Ammerman and Michael 
Houlihan, were arraigned on one count each of child abuse. Houlihan also 
was arraigned for a single misdemeanor count of resisting arrest without 
violence. 


Public defender Michael Minerva asked Leon County Judge George Reynolds 
III to reduce their bond, but Reynolds said a special hearing is required 
on that issue. 
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"It may be an unusually high bond, but it’s an unusual case," said 
State attorney C.L. Fordham. "The bond is based more on the questions than 


lives of six children," the prosecutor said. 


Reynolds’ entered @.. of innocent for roth @, and said they would 
receive a jury trial. The men will remain in the Leon County Jail pending a 
trial. No court date was set. 


Houlihan and Ammerman were arrested Feb. 4 after they were spotted in a 
caty park with six children described by police as filthy and covered with 
insect bites and scratches. The men have since been linked to the Finders, 
a Washington, D.C., group police originally called a satanic cult. Police 
later backed off that description and now refer to the Finders simply as an 
organization. 


Houlihan has given several names to investigators and he was arraigned 
as "Michael Holwell." 


Houlihan appeared before Reynolds dressed in jail-issue blue pants and 
shirt, white socks, sandals and leg shackles. He seemed nervous, often 
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hesitating before answering questions and speaking in clipped, strained 
sentences. 


Scott Hunt, Tallahassee police spokesman, said Tuesday both men had 
been charged with six counts of child abuse, but Fordham said papers sent 
by police listed only the single child abuse charge, plus the resisting 
charge against Houlihan. 


Fordham said each charge is for the abuse of all six children, rather 
than a single count for abuse of a specific child. The men face up to one 
vear in jail and up to a $1,000 fine on each count. 
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Health and Rehabilitative Services district administrator John Awad said 
a physicians report found "a possibility" of sexual abuse, but no 
conclusive evidence. 


“Our indications does not substantiate that or unsubstantiate that," 
Awad said. "We have come to no definitive conclusions." 


Police in ETLAN, Va., meanwhile, dug a 30-foot trench on a farm owned 
by Finders leader Marion Pettie looking for what an unidentified source 
umed were "buried remains." 


Virginia State Police spokesman Charles Vaughan said no remains human 
or animal were found. The unidentified source told police there were two 


Tallahassee police had said last week that two or more of the children 
taken into state custod@Bad been sexually abused. 


HRS ‘took custody of the children last Wednesday after police arrested 

two Finders watching over. six filthy children in a Tallahassee city park. 

men, who identified themselves as Michael Houlihan and Doug Ammerman, 

.€ charged with six counts of child abuse and were being held in lieu of 
$100,000 bond. 


Meanwhile, the HRS, under the supervision of Chicago child psychiatrist 
Nauman Greenberg, has begun interviewing the six youngsters. Greenberg said 
his preliminary interviews suggested the children had a living arrangement 
that was “probably not very healthy." 


"Some of their problems were the kind you might see in children who had 
been institutionalized," Greenberg said. "The real casual contact they 
would have with adults reminded me of young children who had been on a 
pediatric ward for a long long time.” 


The children are being kept at a secret location because of phone 
threats.. 

Police in Washington raided two buildings belonging to the Finders last 
Thursday and found numerous pictures, including some of nude children and 
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children taking part in animal sacrifices. 


Greenberg said he had not discussed animal sacrifice or sexual abuse in 
his initial talks with the children because he did not want to traumatize 
themimmediately by forcing them to deal with possibly painful subjects. 


The children will remain in HRS care until at least Feb. 26, when the 
1.0 Must go before a circuit judge to recommend what should be done with 
them. That recommendation could include more time in state care. 
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There is evidence of sexual abuse involving more than one of the six 
Children found hungry and dirty in a park last week with two apparent 
members of a mysterious cult, police said. 


"We now know more than one child was abused," police spokesman Scott 
Hunt Said Sunday. “How many we are not going to say, in what manner we are 
going to say and how recently we are not going to say." 


The children, aged 2 to 6, are in the custody of state health officials 
and under police guard following the arrest last Wednesday of the two men, 
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‘identified himself as .R. Gardner Terrell said ,~the children were not 
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mistreatéd and received adequate care and were taken "on a vacation-camping 
trip to the warmer climate of Florida with the full applause and approval 
the children’s mothers." 


The letter claimed the men and the children went to Berea, Ky., to help 
in construction of "New Hope," a retirement community organized by Rev. Jim 
Wyker, but the project was not ready for their help. 


Wyker and Willis B. Hunting told The Miami Herald the men and children 
arrived at the community last month in a van. 


"The kids had lots of clothes and lots of food and they were wonderful, 
healthy and vigorous," Wyker told the newspaper. "They weren’t dominated. 
They weren’t reticent, but they weren’t aggressive, either." 


Hunting, who along with his wife Lucile runs a Montessori school near 
Wyker’s property, said that when he asked the men about the children’s 
parents, they told him the parents were members of "The Finders" cult. 


Authorities say "The Finders" is a.mysterious cult based in the 
Washington area that may have ties to satanism. Washington police have 
found pictures of the children in ceremonies involving the bloodletting of 
animals. 
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The authenticity of the letter and its claims could not be confirmed 
and Washington police said they had not yet formally received a copy. 


Two police detectives from Washington arrived in Tallahassee Sunday to 
yuestion the children and possibly talk to the suspects, who are charged 
with aggravated child abuse and resisting arrest without violence. They are 
being held in lieu of $100,000 bond each. 


The children identified in the letter as Mary Arico, John Paul Arico, 
Max Berns, Ben Knauth, Honeybee Evans and Bebe Said are believed to be the 
sons and daughters of cult members and not kidnap victims, authorities 
said. 
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ublicity surrounding six children taken from members of the Finders cult 
has brought a flood of questions from anxious parents of missing children, 
a police spokesman said Monday. 


a a a 
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made’ nationwide headlines Thursday. 


"What really ee eee heart is the call 9 get from the sincere 
mother from somewhere out in the Midwest saying, ‘My daughter was kidnapped 
two years ago, I’m sure the picture I saw was her, I need to come down 

‘re, I want my daughter back,’" Hunt said. “You try not to build up any 
«se hope in them, so that when we find out the identities of the 
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children, if it’s not her daughter, then this lady isn’t suffering again." 

Hunt said authorities had "tentative" identifications of the children, 
but refused to release those names until they are confirmed. He said he 
believes the children eventually will be shown to be children of Finders 
members, and not runaways or kidnap victims. 


The children have been in state care since Wednesday, when police 
arrested their two adult companions for child abuse after they were spotted 
watching over six filthy children in a city park. State officials said they 
determined at least two of the children had been sexually abused. 


The men, who identified themselves as Michael Houlihan and Doug 
Ammerman, have since been linked to the Finders, a Washington D.C.-based 
cult. They are being held in the Leon County jail in lieu of $100,000 bond. 


Washington police, acting on information supplied by Tallahassee 
officers, raided two buildings belonging to Finders’ members in the 
District of Columbia. They found numerous pictures in those raids, 
including pictures of nude children and children taking part in animal 
sacrifice. 


Hunt said his office received about 450 calls from reporters between 
rsday and Sunday and took about 50 more by noon Monday. Calls about the 
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children multiplied after pictures of the youngsters, supplied by the 
Florida Department of Law Enforcement, were published in newspapers and 
televised. 


Hunt said authorities released the pictures in hopes of finding 
relatives, even though it meant public exposure of sexually abused 
children. He noted authorities have not said which of the children had been 
sexually abused, and added the pictures resulted in many new leads. 


Hunt said authorities also are investigating a possible Finders 
Presence in Gainesville, Fla., but could offer no specifics. 


"We believe there was a Gainesville connection, either they’ve traveled 
to there, they’ve stayed there or were planning to go, exactly what the 
connection was we don’t know," Hunt said. 


Hunt said two Washington police investigators were still in 
Tallahassee, but had not yet spoken to the children. He said Tallahassee 
police would concentrate on determining the children’s identity, including 
checking all calls from potential relatives. 


Hunt said the FBI would handle the investigation of a memo delivered 
ing the weekend to Washington police from Robert Gardner Terrell, the 
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Finders member who owns the two buildings raided by police. In the memo, 


Terrell told CBS ae WUSA-TV the group ne® abused children. 


; "We never touch a child except with love," Terrell said. "We’re 

allowing the children to grow up in touch with their own intuition, to 
‘rns at’ «3Ctheir own speed, to learn how to walk and to talk when they 
-urally feel that it’s time to learn to walk and talk and read." 


Terrell said the children’s parents had not come to claim them for fear 
they would be arrested. 
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Meanwhile, a man claiming to be a member of the group, in a letter sent 
to news organizations in Washington, defended the two men in police custody 
in Florida and said the children had been properly treated. 


In Tallahassee, police spokesman Scott Hunt said, “We now know more than 
child was abused. How many we are not going to say, in what manner we 
u.-e not going to say and how recently we are not going to say." 


Two police detectives from Washington arrived in Tallahassee Sunday to 
question the children and possibly the suspects, who are charged with 
aggravated child abuse and resisting arrest without violence and being held 
in lieu of $100,000 bond each. 


The two men, who identified themselves as Michael Houlihan, 23, and 
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Douglas Ammerman, 27, were arrested Wednesday after they were seen ina 
Tallahassee park with the six filthy, poorly dressed children. 


Authorities said the men are members of "The Finders," a mysterious 
cult based in the Washington area that may have ties to satanism. 
Washington police have found pictures of the children in ceremonies 
involving the bloodletting of animals. 


_ The letter sent to news organizations, from aman who identified 
himself as R. Gardner Terrell, said the children traveled with their 


mothers’ approval from Washington to Berea, Ky., in January, and then to 
Florida. 


The letter said the children were not mistreated and received adequate 
*, and were taken "on a vacation-camping trip to the warmer climate of 
rida with the full applause and approval of the children’s mothers." 


The document claimed the men and the children went to Berea to help in 


a Wyker, reached by telephone in Berea, confirmed that the men and the 
children visited him in @r-v and said the youngs S were in "excellent" 
ne. 


Press (return) to conti eee: 
shape. But Wyker, who said he never practiced as a minister, refused to 
e details about himself or his relationship with the cult members. 


The authenticity of the letter and its claims could not be confirmed 
and Washington police said they had not yet formally received a copy. 


The children identified in the letter as Mary Arico, John Paul Arico, 
Max Berns, Ben Knauth, Honeybee Evans and Bebe Said are believed to be the 
sons and daughters of cult members and not kidnap victims, authorities 
said. 
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ylice said six filthy and confused young children taken. from two men 
v.-arged with child abuse have been given away by their parents as part of a 
satanic cult ritual. 


Authorities in Tallahassee and Washington were trying today to learn the 
identities of the six children, locate their parents and learn more about 
an unidentified “satanic cult" apparently based in Washington. 


Meanwhile, two men who identified themselves as Michael Houlihan and 
Doug Ammerman names police believe are phony were being held in lieu of 
$100,000 bond on child abuse charges. 


The men were arrested in a city park Wednesday after someone called 
Press (return) to continue...-> 


police about two well-dressed men in a blue van watching over six "filthy" 
children. 


"It is our belief these kids were not kidnapped, but that their parents 
gave them away because one of the rites of passage into this satanic 
Organization is that you have to give up your rights to your children, and 
that the leaders of this organization can do what they want to with your 
children," police spokesman Scott Hunt said Friday. 


"I believe what you’re going to find when this all shakes down is that 
kids’ parents belong to this organization." 


"Until we can figure out where everything is, we can’t say a whole 
lot," said Walt Ferguson, a police spokesman in Washington. 


eevee eda be beat Aad ae Pee eusrd bBvuin au a WAdMLYeUIL, 
7 


eet e pono 


DeCe” warehouse linked to the group include those of children engaged in 
what appeared to be “cul @pitvals." 


The newspaper said the group was known as "The Finders" and was made up 

of about 40 people who lived in the District of Columbia and a farm in 

al Virginia, the remains of a popular 1960s hippie refuge that evolved 
.ss (return) to continue...-> 


into a satanist society. 
Hunt said a 6-year-old girl in the group showed signs of sexual abuse. 


The children four boys and two girls raning in age from 2 to 6 were put 
in state custody. 


Merrill Moody of the state health department said the youngsters were 
"confused," but were doing well and will remain in state care until 
relatives can found who are able to provide “a safe and healthy home." 


Hunt said the children, who had not bathed in days and were covered 
with scratches and insect bites, told police they had not eaten in 24 
hours. He said they had "bizarre" names like "Benjamin Franklin," "Honey 
Bee" and "B.B." 


Police also believe the two men gave false names. A check of the 
Virginia license plate on their van showed it belonged to a man matching 
Houlihan’s description, but with a different name, Hunt said. 


The men initially told police they were taking the youths to Mexico to 
begin a school for “brilliant" children. When they could not explain the 
“‘#ldren’s condition or name their parents, Hunt said, the men refused to 

3S (return) to continue...-—> 


answer further questions. 


The children told police they had not seen their mothers since before 
Christmas. One girl said the men fed them mostly fruit and all of them had 
been sleeping in the van or in a tent. 
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An investigation into the alleged abuse of six children found with two 
men in a Tallahasse, Fla. park appears to be leading authorities toward a 
<anic organization" based in and around the nation’s capital. 


The men, identifying themselves as Michael Houlihan and Doug Ammerman, 
were arrested Wednesday in a city park after an anonymous caller told 


EE 


fhe children are suspected of being victims of a cult that requires 
members to give away the children, police spokesm@scott Hunt said. 


* "It ‘is our belief these kids were not kidnapped but that their parents 
qave them away because one of the rites of passage into this satanic 
‘ss (return) to continue...-> 


organization is that you have to give up your rights to your children, and 
that the leaders of this organization can do what they want to with your 
children," Hunt said. 


District of Columbia police, based on information found in the van, 
have searched a house on W Street, NW, and a warehouse on Fourth Street, 
NE., ‘linked to a group called “the Finders," a 1960s-style commune 
described in a court document as a "cult" that allegedly conducted 
"brainwashing" and used children "in rituals.” 


A Washington Post report Saturday quotes police sources as saying some 
of the items seized from the two district locations showed pictures of 
children engaged in what appeared to be “cult rituals.” 


U.S. Customs Service officials, called in to aid in the investigation, 
said the material seized includes photos showing children involved in 
bloodletting ceremonies of animals and one photograph of a child in chains. 


Customs officials said they were investigating whether a child 
pornography operation was being conducted. 


The Finders are the remains of a popular 1960s hippie refuge that 
evolved into a satanist group dedicated to communalism and to studying the 
™-ess (return) to continue...-> 


~.cure, according to court documents. 


The leader of the group is Marion Pettie, a retired military man, 
according to U.S. District Court documents in Washington. 


In addition to the Washington locations, the group is also linked to a 
farm in Etlan, Va. 


FBI agents and Virginia State police Friday night were expected to get 
search warrants for two cabins on the farm allegedly used by the group to 
forcibly separate children from their parents who were members of the cult. 
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to'another location and place them under guard. 


A half dozen threa were received Thursday™ evening at the police 
department and the foster home where two of the children were being kept, 
police spokesman Scott Hunt said. The location of that foster home had been 

‘ret and Hunt said he did not know how the caller got the phone number. 


At the request of the FBI, Hunt refused to elaborate on the calls. But 
he said the calls dealt with the children’s safety. 
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Hunt also refused to discuss the measures taken to protect the 
children. He said tapes of the calls to the police station were being 
evaluated, and that police did not know if the calls came from a "local 
crackpot" or were tied to "The Finders." 


"You never underestimate the power of somebody who wants to do damage 
to young children," Hunt said. “That we have had threats has put us on 
alert." 


The six children, ages 2 to 6, are in the custody of state health 
officials following the arrest of their two adult companions Wednesday. 
State health officials, police and the FBI are all attempting to determine 
the children’s real names and relatives. 


The two men, who identified themselves as Michael Houlihan and Douglas 
Ammerman, were arrested after they were seen in a park with the six filthy, 
poorly dressed children. Both are being held on $100,000 bond. 


Police said one of the children, a 6-year-old girl, had been sexually 

sed. The two men and the youngsters have been linked to "The Finders," a 
.,sterious cult in Washington D.C. Police suspect the children were turned 
over to the cult as part of their parents’ initiation. 
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Virginia State Police and Madison County, Va., sheriff's officers 
served five search warrants early Saturday in the area of the Pettie Farm, 
a 90-acre property near the Shenandoah National Park. Owner Marion Pettie 
is reported to be the founder of "The Finders." 


Evidence was seized and would be analyzed, but, "no obvious new 
evidence of criminal activity was found," Virginia State Police Lt. J.P. 
Henries said. 


_ The Washington Post reported a police search of a Washington warehouse 
linked to the group turned up large numbers of photographs, slides, and 
photographic contact sheets. Some of the photos, the Post reported, were of 


children, some of them nude. 


The Post cited police sources who said some of the pictures were of 
children engaged in what appeared to be “cult rituals." U.S. Customs 
officials said the confiscated material included pictures of children 
involved in bloodletting ceremonies of animals and there was one photograph 
of a child in chains. 
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1, TECS ACCESS CODE 


C-3 


4200-01 (37), P&PM (Special Agent Handbook} 


4, TITLE 


"FINDERS" 
5 sect ; : _bT7E 
5: CASE'STATUS ‘ . . 
[] saina Report [] Interim:Report [| Disp. Pending [x] Open & Ctose [] Index & File 4 Closing Report 
6, REPORT DATE 7. DATE ASSIGNED 9, PROGRAM CODE 10. REPORT NO. 
021287 o2ize7 [| | [ one 
11, RELATED CASE FILE NUMBERS E 
12, UNDEVELOPED LEADS TO 
None 
13. TYPE OF REPORT 
T Search Warrant Penalty Case Memorandum [| Initial Source 3] Source Debrief 
ore Executions Report of Interview Documentation 
Investigative Surveillance Request for [x] Othe ASSLS tance 
Findings [ *] subpoena Service Aeport [] Background (| Collateral 
14, SYNOPSIS 


This office was contacted by the Tallahassee Police Department on 

February 5, 1987, who requested assistance in attempting to identify 
two adult males and six minor children, all taken into custody the 

previous day. The men, arrested and charged with multiple counts of 

child abuse, were being very evasive with police in the questions 
zing asked of them pursuant the children and their condition. 


“This agent contacted ss/a,|________]rac/Reston, Virginia, and te 


requested telephone numbers and names of police persons in area 
police departments in an attempt to follow-up on two leads which 
were a Virginia license number and that the children had commented 
about living in a Washington, D.C., .commune. 


{ 


Subsequently, this office received a telephone call from the Washington, 
D.C. Metropolitan Police Department inquiring about the men and children. 
This office put the MPD and the TPD in contact with each other. 


15, DISTRIBUTION 16, 
SAC/RAC 


RAC/JX; SAC/TA; RAC/DC 
pecial Agen 
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COP’ Office of 2 
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1 
4200-01 {37}, P&PM {Special Agent Handbook) 


DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION: 


On Thursday , Februar 5, 1987, this office was contacted via telephone, 
by sergeant, of the Tallahassee Police Department, 
Juvenile Division. Sgt requested es in identifying 


two adult males and six minor children age 


b3 FBI 
The adult males were tentatively identified by TPD as| Bee se ace 
Te | re] | both of Washington, D.C., who were arrested the... 


previous day on charges of child abuse. 


The police had received an anonymous telephone call relative two well- 
dressed white men wearing suits and ties in Myers Park, (Tallahassee), 


apparently watching six dirty and unkemp j layground 
area. near a bearing bé 
Virginia license number the inside of which was later described b7c 


as foul-smelling filled with maps, books, letters, with a mattress 
situated to the rear of the van which appeared as if it were used as a 
bed, and the overall appearance of the van gave the impression that all 
eight persons were living in it.~ 


The children were covered with insect bites, were very dirty, most of 
re children were not wearing underwear and all the children had not 
ween bathed in many days. 


The men were arrested and charged with multiple counts of child abuse 

and lc€ges in the Leon County Jail. .Once in custody the men were somewhat 
evasive in their answers to the police regarding the children and 

stated only that they both were the children's teachers and that all were 
enroute to Mexico to establish a school for brilliant children. 


b3 per FBI 
b6 per ICE 
b7c 


This office contacted the Office of the RAC/DC and spoke with SS/A 
This agent requested telephone numbers and names of policé 
persons in area departments that might be aware of said activities 
described by the children and to follow-up on the leads which were the 
. Virginia license number and a check on the men's names with local law 
enforcement. 


a 
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4200-01 (37), P&PM {Special Agent Handbook) 


| A short time later this office was contacted by Detective 

Of ‘the Washington, D. omer Metropolitan Police Department. b6 
| indicated that the case here in Tallahassee appeared to be strongly b7c 
related to a case he was currently working in the Washington, D.C. area. 


He stated that the actions of the two men in custody in Tallahassee 
relative the children just might give his case enough probable cause 
for search warrants to search premises occupied by a cult group called 
the FINDERS. 


This agent directea[ _—_|to telephone TPD and discuss with police ie 
directly any activities forthcoming relative the instant case. ae 


At this time it was determined that there was no Customs violations 


found to exist and therefore, this case is being closed pending receipt 
of additional information. 


IDENTIFYING paral | QUERIES: b7E 
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CF-23B attached 
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T OF INVESTIGATION 


3. CASE NUMBER 


5, CASE STATUS 


(e] Initial Report | Interim Report [| Disp, Pending [| Open & Close Index & File [ } ctosing Report 
6, REPORT DATE 


7, DATE ASSIGNED 8. CLASS 9, PROGRAM CODE 10, REPORT NO. 
on/is/a7 | oeso8/er 


11, RELATED CASE FILE NUMBERS 


b7E 
12, UNDEVELOPED LEAOS TO 
None 
13. TYPE OF REPORT 
[J] tor reer on sips ae [_] sours Deore 
ae Esl Subpoena Service ea [| Background Perea [ ] Other 
( On Thursday, February 5, 1987, Senior Special Agent|___—_—_—iand aS 
assisted the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Police Department 
~ ; Z : ee bé 
(MPD) with two search warrants involving the possidle sexual bic 


exploitation of children. During the course of the search 
warrants, numerous documents were discovered which appeared to be 
concerned with international trafficking in children, high tech 
transfer to the United Kingdom,- and international transfer of 
currency. 


Iw a 
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; ! CONTINUATION 


3. REPORT NUMBER 


$200-01 (37), P&PM {Special Agent Handbook) 


DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION: 


On March 31, 1987, I contacted ig, La the 
Washington, D.C. Metr litan Police Departmen - was to 
meet with betective[ tc review the documents seized 
pursuant to two search Warrants executed in February 1987. ‘The 
meeting was to take place on April 2 or 3, 1987. 

On April 2, 198 I arrived at MPD at approximately 9:00 a-m. 
Detective, “Jvas not available. I spoke to a third party who 
was willing to discuss the case with me on a strictly "off the 
record" basis. 


b6 
b7C 


I was advised that all the passport data had been turned over to 
the State Department for their investigation. The State 
i Department in turn, advised MPD that all travel and use of the 
‘ passports by the holders of the passports was within the law and 
no action would be taken. This included travel to Moscow, North 
Korea, and North Vietnam from the late 1950's to mid 1970's. 


The individual further advised me of circumstances which 
indicated that the investigation into the activity of the FINDERS 
aia The MPD report has been b7E 
classified secret and was not available for review. I was 
advised that the FBI had wit j j i everal 
weeks prior and that the FBI 
Ler tte directed MPD not to advise the ashington Field 

ice oO 


anything that had transpired. 


No further information will be available. No further action will 
be taken. 


| ACTION T0 BE TAKEN By | | , b7E per FBI 


No action to be taken on the basis of this report. 
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| Officials Weigh Future of Finders’ Children 


Two Members Plead Not Cuilty to Misdemeanor Neglect Charges in F, lorida 


By Mare Fisher and Victoria Churchville 


Washington Post Stall Waiters 


As police wind down thelr investigations 
of the Washington-based Iinders commune, 


the process begins to determine the future, 


of the six children found unkempt and hun- 
gry in a van with two Finders members in 
Florida last week—a process that experts 
said yesterday is likely’ to be long and com- 
plex. 

The children, who range in age from 2 to 
7, will remain in emergency shelters until a 
March 9 hearing at which child advocates 
will argue that the youngsters should be 
declared dependents of the state, said Con- 
nie Ruggles, spokeswoman for the Florida 
Department of [ealth and Rehabilitative 
Services in Tallahassee, 

While Florida law requires that the state 
try to reunite families, the state's neglect 
law may prevent that. And cases in other 
states provide precedent for dramatic state 
intervention in child-rearing by religious or 
communal groups. 

The two finders members found with the 
children, Douglas Ammerman, 27, and Mi- 
chael Holwell, 23, pleaded not guilty yes- 
terday to a misdemeanor charge of child 
neglect in Tallahassee. 

Prosecutor C.L. fordham told Leon 
County Judge George Reynolds III that the 


$100,000 bond set for each of the two Find- 
ers members is justified by the mystery 
surrounding the case. Reynolds appointed a 
public defender to represent the men, who 
previously said they had a private attorney. 
Ammerman and Holwell have refused to 
answer questions, 

The Finders, a secretive group of about 
20 people who lived communally, generally 
refuse to talk about the group to outsiders. 
Their leader, Marion Pettie, «advocates a 
philosophy of “falling limp," both physically 
and mentally, in the face of opposition: Dur- 
ing his arrest last week, Holwell pretended 
to faint and had to be carried to a police car, 
police said, 

The Finders’ failure to seek custady of 
the children has puzzled florida authorities. 
While spokesmen for the group in Washing- 
ton say the mothers want their children 
back, no one from the Finders has con- 
tacted state officials, Ruggles said. 

“We don't even know who the parents 
are,” she said. 

But a spokeswoman for the group said 
last night that the five mothers were al- 
ready on their way to Tallahassee to re- 
claim their children. 

“They waited to finish the FBI interviews 
first before they went to Tallahassee,” said 
Diane Sherwood, who said the women were 


in San Francisco Feb, 4 when the men‘were 
arrested, 

“The mothers wanted to go right to Tal- 
lahassee, their first instinct was to go right, 
for the children .. . [but| the FBI was ask-. 
ing them to come to Washington, so: it 
seemed like the thing to do, We thought 
there'd be papers here, a subpoena ‘or 
something. We didn't really know where to 
go first.” 

Sherwood said the mothers were not 
aware of the arrests until two days later. A 
Finders spokesman said previously that 
communication among group members ‘had 
been fragmented by police seizures here of 
sophisticated computer hookups and \ong- 
distance telephone numbers. 

A Finders member reached at the 
group's warehouse yesterday, said the “fa- 
ther of record” of each child is not neces- 
sarily that child’s biological father. 

“We don’t consider fatherhvod to be a 
healthy concept,” said the man, who spoke 
on condition that he not be named, “We're 
all fathers of all the kids and any,man who 
has a good relationship with the child is the 
father.” 

Sherwood ridiculed the accusations of 
abuse. “A hundred thousand dollars -bond for 
a misdemeanor? What were, the charges— 
dirty faces and mismatched clothes? ... If 


Cont. 


there was a mistake in judgment, it 
was a mistake i in speech it’s not 
ehild abuse.” 

Nevertheless, Sherwood said, the 
mothers felt that if they had been 
left in charge of the children, there 
would have been no allegations of 
abuse. : 

“Despite the Finders’ unorthodox 
child- -rearing philosophy, Ruggles 
said “an alternative life style is not 
automatically neglect. But if the 

arents come forward and object to 
gtate custody, we would investigate 
the home situation.” 
« Under Florida’s neglect law, chil- 
dren can be taken by the state if the 
parents deprive children—or “allow 
thildren to be deprived”—of food, 


tlothing, shelter or medical treat- | 


ment. The Finders say children 
should be weaned from their moth- 
ers and reared by the group with lit- 
Ze adult supervision. 
& Similar cases have pitted govern- 
tents against groupS with unusual 
beliets. In 1984, police and welfare 
authorities in Vermont raided the 
Kingdom Community Church and 
Pounded up 112 children after an in- 
vestigation found that children 
were sometimes whipped with 
branches or rods for crying, day- 
dreaming or fibbing. Criminal abuse 
tharges were eventually dropped 
and prosecutors are now seeking a 
xuling on whether church members 
must send their children to school. 
said Vermont Attorney General Jeff 
Amestoy. 
: {In another'case, involving a rad- 
jcal New York commune called the 
ourth Wall Repertory Company, 
member Marice Pappo said com- 
wnune leaders took her infant from 
her because she and the child had 
grown too attached. Harold Mayer- 
son, Pappo’s lawyer in a custody 
Suit, said the group denied children 
their right to bond with parents. 
But Martin Stolar, attorney. for 
Pappo’s husband, said the state “has 
to be very careful about what it de- 
termines is a fit environment.” 


Some fsychiatrists argue for 
state protection of children living in 
cults and cult-like settings, David 
Halperin, a psychiatry professor at 
Mount Sinai Medical Schoo! in New 
York City, said members of some 
such groups often profess to take 
tare of their children, but.in fact ig- 
ve them. 

“Within these groups, the parents 
ee to focus on their own state of 
deing and children tend to be seen 
fs an impediment,” he .said. “A 
group cannot relate to a child the 
same way a parent can relate to a 
child.” 


+ This is not the first time the - 


Finders’ child rearing has attracted 
Bovernment attention. A grand- 
other of one of the children now in 
lorida said her grandson and other 
inders’ children have been shel- 
tered by the District twice in recent 
years. In October 1985, D.C. police 
picked up two children they found 
wandering “cold and hungry” near 
the group’s warehouse, the grand- 
mother said. A D.C. government 
$ource confirmed that the children 
Were held “for several days” before 
peing released. 
+ One year earlier, District police 
detained a Finders member who re- 
fused to leave the house where she 
lived with her mother, the grand- 
qnother said. That woman’s child 


plso was placed in a city shelter 


temporarily. 
* Finders spokesman Robert Gard- 


. her Terrell confirmed both inci- 


tents, explaining that Finders chil- 
dren are allowed to roam freely in 
the country but are supervised in 
the city. 


Staff writer Ed Bruske contnbided 
to this report. 
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‘Finders’ 


By Matt Neufeld 


‘and Linda Miller Terman 


THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


Die ee a ae 

Police in Virginia and the District 
said yesterday they have uncovered 
no evidence of satanic practices, 
cult rituals, child pornography or 
any other criminal wrongdoing asso- 
ciated with the communal group 
known as the Finders. 

The statements by police appear 
to clear the Finders of several allega- 
tions that were raised against the 
group in a Metropolitan Police af- 
fidavit filed Thursday in support of 
two search warrants. 

The warrants were served and 
two properties owned by theFinders 
in the District were searched 
Thursday. Papers, passports, com- 
puters, photographs, computer soft- 
ware, tapes, film and a telephone- 
answering machine belonging to the 
group were seized by police. “ - 

The seizures followed the arrest 
Wednesday in Tallahassee, Fila., of 
two male members of the group on 
charges of felony child abuse. The 
six children, ranging in age from 2 
to 7 years old, were reportedly dirty 
and hungry when they were found by 
Florida police. They now are in fos- 
ter care. ; 

“at this point, the Metropolitan 
Police Department has not found 
any materials among the seized doc- 
uments or records that would ini- 


tially corroborate allegations made - 


by an informant that the organ- 
ization is a cult and that its activities 
involve satanic rituals,” said police 
Chief Maurice T. Turner Jr. at an 
afternoon press conference. 

A Virginia State Police spoke- 
sman said yesterday that officers 
had found no evidence of any 
criminal activity among the materi- 


als seized.at rural Madison County 


properties owned by Finders mem- 
ber G. Marion Pettie. 

“My information at this point is 
that there isn’t anything (criminal],” 
Charles Vaughan, a State Police 
spokesman, said yesterday. Police 
were continuing to sift through the 
material taken from the rural prop- 
erties where Finders members are 
known to have lived, he said. ; 


SNe FEBRUARY 10, 1987 


of wrongdoing by 


Meanwhile, Tallahassee Police 
spokesman Scott Hunt’ said yester- 
day that “more than one” of the Find- 
ers children taken into custody last 
week “showed evidence of sexual 
abuse." but that police had no evi- 
dence linking the alleged sexual 
abuse to the men in custody. Mr. 
Hunt declined to elaborate. 

The two men, identified as Doug- 
las Ammerman, 27, and James Mi- 
chael Holwell, also known as Mi- 
chael Houlihan, 23, are being held in 
jail in lieu of, posting $100,000 bonds 
each on the child abuse charges. No 
hearing dates have been set for ei- 
ther man, he said. 

Tallahassee police had not con- 
firmed the identities of the children 
or any of the claims made by hun- 
dreds of people who have called in 


-the past few days saying they were 


relatéd to the, children, Mr. Hunt 
said. .” . 
\. FBI spokeswoman Sue Schnitzer 
said yesterday the bureau is continu- 
ing. to investigate whether any fed- 
eral’ crimes were committed in rela- 
tion to the six children taken into 
custody in Florida, but refused to 
discuss further details of the probe. 
Ms. Schnitzer did say the FBI, like 
Florida police, had received hun- 


. dreds of calls on Friday from people 


claiming to be relatives of the chil- 
dren. The FBI had not determined 
whether anyone was in fact related 
to them, she said. 


Chief Turner said police began 
surveillance of two Finders’ resi- 
dences —- a warehouse in the 1300 
block of Fourth Street NE and an 


. apartment building in the 3900 block 


of W Street NW — in December 
after receiving a tip from an anon- 
ymous source that satanic rituals 
were being practiced by group 
members and children were being 
abused. 

He defended the police investiga- 
tion and the subsequent seizures of 
property owned by the Finders, say- 
ing it was justified by the serious- 
ness of the allegations made against 
the group. : 

“We were investigating to find if 
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there was child abuse 2... 
abuse,” Chief Turner said. “We will 
continue to do that until we assure 
.ourselves that is not the case.” 

Metropolitan Police Inspector Da- 
vid Faison, head of the department's 
intelligence division, said seized pic- 
tures that showed children watching 
the slaughtering of animals on a 
‘Madison County, Va., farm were not 
part of a satanic ritual or pornogra- 
phy. He also said police have found 
no pictures in the Finders’ resi- 
dences that would be considered 
pornograrhic. 

David Hoover, a spokesman for 
the U.S. Customs Service, said yes- 
terday his agency was called into the 
investigation of the Finders by Me- 
tropolitan Police because it was sus- 
pected that some of the material con- 
fiscated during Thursday's raids 
might be pornographic. Customs 
agents have expertise in child por- 
nography investigations, Mr. Hoover 
said. 

Mr. Hoover said he understood 
that Metropolitan Police had not fin- 
ished analyzing the material seized 
in last week's raids. Customs agents 
could not complete their own probe 
until the District police did, Mr. Hoo- 
ver said. 

“There has been an awful lot of 
material seized. It’s going to take a 
number of days to sift through this. 
I think it would be premature to 
think we're {Customs] out of it {the 
investigation ]," Mr. Hoover said. 

“The lifestyle of the so-called 
Finders organization may differ 
from the societal norm, but so far 
the Metropolitan Police Department 
has not uncovered any evidence of 
criminal wrongdoing by members 
of the group,” Chief Turner said. 
“However, we are still involved in an 
extensive and detailed review pro- 
cess of the documents and records 
seized.” 

Chief Tumer said he does not con- 
sider the Finders a threat to society 
or a dangerous group. He said three 
or four members of the Finders have 
agreed to grant interviews to inves- 

tigators and that police were seeking 
the assistance of other Finders 
members. 

Yesterday afternoon R. Gardner 
Terrell, a senior member of the Find- 
ers, said in an interview at the Find- 
ers’ Northeast Washington ware- 
house that he was “exhilarated" at 
“the good news we're not a satanic 


cult.” 


in an interview with rerorell 


Mr. Terrell wore a plastic Ronal 
Reagan mask on the back of his head 
and said he had been chosen to be the 
“leader” of the Finders for yester- 
day. He also denied that the seven 
child members of the Finders have 
ever been abused by the 21 aduit 
group members, — 

Mr. Terrell denied the six children 
recovered in Tallahassee were 
abused in any way by the two men 
taken into custody. He said in the 
hierarchy of the Finders, children 
are first, women are second and men 
are third. 

“These children always had food 
available,” he said. “The children 
were not hungry. There was food in 
the van [used to transport the chil- 
dren that was recovered by police}.” 

Mr. Terrell said the mothers of the 
six children were in the District yes- 
terday and had talked to police. 

He also explained why police 
found photos of children watching 
animals being slaughtered. The 
Finders bought two goats last spring 
and kept them through the summer, 
he said. As winter approached, the 
animals were slaughtered in front of 
the children and other Finders mem- 
bers as a “learning experience” 


“We butchered them and ate 
them, like you would on any farm. We 
did it when the childrén were 
Present and thought it would be a 
good learning experience.’ 

A tour of the Finders’ warehouse 
yesterday afternoon revealed rooms 


that resembled the average college °. 


dormitory room. Most of the rooms 
m two second-story lofts contained 
blankets, pillows, cushions, televi- 
sions, radios, magazines, books and 
newspapers. On the first level was 
an extensive library, with hundreds 
of books, magazines and newspa- 
pers. Also on the first floor was a hot 
tub room, a meeting room, a living 
room and a kitchen. 

_ “We're just a group of people who 
like to practice the art of living,’"Mr. 
Terrell said. “We look at the past and 
the future. We try to live a zesty and 
adventurous life. We're on the cut- 
ting edge of the wit and humor move- 
ment.” 

Mr. Terrell said the Finders’ first 
priority is to get their children back 
in their custody. But according to a 
Florida social services official, ir 
may be some time before the group 
can regain their children. 

On Sunday, Merrill Moody, a dis- 
trict administrator for Florida’s De- 


partment of Health and Rehabilita- 
tive Services, said Florida and 
District officiais, along with a be- 
havioral psychologist from the FBI, 
will conduct videotaped interviews 
with each of the children to try to 
clarify their identities, and deter- 
mine how they have been cared for 
in the past. 

The interviews will be conducted 
by one person, while the others 
watch from behind two-way mir- 
rors, Mr. Moody said. ; 

Under Florida’s child dependency 
laws, the six youngsters can con- 
tinue to be held in protective custody 


’ for an indefinite time pending an in- 


vestigation by the state and D.C. 
Child and Family Service Adminis- 
tration officials into their back- 
ground, Mr. Moody said. 

Even if guardians do come for- 
ward, the state cannot release the 
children into their custody withouta 
court order, he said. A court order 
cannot be obtained until the probe 
into the children’s background in the 
District is complete, he said. . 

“Until we know they have a safe 
and healthy environment to return 
to, they will remain in our custody.” 
Mr. Moody said. 
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Cult Member Defends 2 
in Child Abuse Case 


By Victoria Churchville 
and Martin Weil 


Washington Post Stalf Writers 


A man identifying himself as a 
member of the group that includes 
the two men arrested in Florida last 
week on child abuse charges came 
forward last night to identify the 

* children with whom the men were 
found and to defend the men against 
the charges. 

’ Ina printed statement and a tele- 
phone interview, Robert Gardner 
Terrell, 50, who said he owned the 
Washington house said to be a base 
for the Finders, the group to which 
the two belong, gave detailed ex- 
planations for the group's practices 
and activities, which have been 

characterized as unusual or bizarre. 


Asserting that the six children . 
_.- found in Tallahassee with the men 


had been formally placed in the care 
of at least one of the men by the 

Saittdrety mothers,-he- denied that 
the children had been abused or 
neglected. Tallahassee police said 
six disheveled and hungry children 
were found in a downtown park 
with the men. 

Affidavits filed in U.S. District 

Court here in support of search 
. warrants executed last week at a 
Northwest duplex and a Northeast 
warehouse owned by Terrell de- 
scribed “satanism” and “rituals” as- 
sociated with the “cult.” 

“We are all in a state right now 
where we are afraid. We’ve been 
made almost dysfunctional by the 
reports,” Terrell said in a lengthy 
telephone interview last night. He 
said he released the statement to 
police and news organizations “to 
establish some kind of credibility 
that we are rational people, not dev- 
il worshipers or child molesters.” 

“Certainly anything we've done is 

4. based on the desire for the children 
‘to have the richest life they could 


- * shave,” Terrell continued. “Children 


v 


always come first in our organiza- 
tion.” 

‘Terrell’s statement was deliv- 
ered last night to The Washington: 
Post only hours after police seized 
materials at five rural Virginia lo- 
cations as part of an expanding in- 
vestigation touched off by the ar- 
rests of the two men in Tallahassee 
on- Wednesday. 

In addition, authorities were 
searching throughout the Southeast 
yesterday for a van believad to bel 
carrying associates of the two men.: 
Law enforcement officials were alsoi 
sifting through mountains of mate-- 
tials previously seized in raids on’ 
Washington locations linked to the 
group. - 

In his typed statement, Terrell, a 
private accountant and former em- 
pliye of the Internal Revenue Ser- 
Vigp, said two men.and six children 
frém the group left Washington ear- 
lyfast month for Berea, Ky., where 
they were to work on 2-retirement 
community. After finding: that the 
site was not ready for ground- 
breaking, the men took the children 
on a vacation and camping trip to 
Florida with the children’s mothers’ 
approval, he said. 

Other men went to Florida to 
help care for the children, and three 
had left for the day to look for ac- 
commodations when two of the men 
were arrested, the statement said. 

“I consider that the authorities 
have mistakenly incarcerated these 
men and -children,” Terrell said in 
the statement, which he said he 
circulated last night “in the hope 
that it will clear up some misunder- 
Standing... .” 

Of the six children taken into cus- 
tody by authorities Wednesday, 
wken the investigation began, one 
shewed signs of sexual abuse, Tal- 
lafdssee police said, but none pro- 
viléd a full account of what was 
bdlieved to be their journey from 
Washington to Florida. 
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In response to the suggestion of 
sexual abuse, the man who identi- 
fied himself as Terrell said last 
night that it might have occurred 
after the children were taken from 
those assigned to care for them. It 
“might have happened after she was 
out of our control,” he said. He said 
the children were healthy and well 
nourished. 

Police said they received several 
calls from grandparents and other 
relatives claiming some of the chil- 
dren. One Washington area man 
told the FBI he was on his way to 
Tallahassee to claim his grandson. 
But police said they will not release 
any of the children without a court 
order, 

The discovery of the children and 
the arrest of the two men led D.C. 
authorities to search a Northeast 
Washington warehouse and a Glov- 
er Park apartment building where 


“several Finders members lived. 


D.@. police yesterday sifted 
through extensive computer 
regords and color slidés and photo- 
graphic. contact sheets removed by 
authorities. 


U.S. Customs agents who saw - 


some of the photos Friday said they 
appeared to involve sexual activities 
between adults and children, ac- 
cording to Customs spokesman Da- 
vid Hoover. “We're not saying that 
it’s pornography, but it has all the 
earmarks,” Hoover said. 

However, D.C. police sources 
characterized the pictures as “ri- 
tualistic” and not pornographic. One 
police source said that the photos 
were “no more pornographic than 
what you find in the average home.” 


: They said the pictures of naked 


children were innocent, but there 
were some showing children in “ri- 
tualistic” ceremonies including the 
bloodletting of animals. 
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In the telephone interview late 
last night, Terrell described the 
so-called bloodletting as the slaugh- 
ter of two goats kept on a farm in 
Virginia “for the kids to play with.” 
“ve end of the summer, he said, 
members decided it would be 
Tuvcé humane to slaughter and eat 
the animals rather than to let them 
starve in-their pen. - ee 

He said ‘the slaughter was intend- 


‘. ed-as an educational experience. “I 


don’t see why it’s so bizarre,” he 
added, “but it’s been seized on by 
the authorities.” : 

Based on interviews and on items 
seized in the raids, law enforcement 
sources said that the group does not 
appear to be engaged in the child 
pornography industry or in kidnap- 


ing and said they do not fully under- 
stand the group. 

“These people are not into-hurt- 
ing the children physically,” said 
one law enforcement source. 
“They’re into molding them men- 
tally.” 


Friday raids were computerized 
messages concerning what the 
group called the proper “program- 
ming” of the children, and how they 
are “demagnetized,” the law en- 


forcement source said. 


( 


“Other items seized included fi- 


cial records indicating that the | 
~gfoup has substantial assets, includ- 


ing bank accounts, the source said. 

Other seized documents include 
files showing the organization has 
researched numerous industries, 
such as the fast food industry, and 
papers suggesting that the group 
operates a wide network of corpo- 
rations, the source said. 

Other files seized showed that 
some members of the group have 
worked in low-level jobs in the fed- 
eral and District governments, the 
source said. 

In Etlan, Va., about 100 miles 
southwest of Washington, state po- 
lice said they found “several items 


of evidentiary nature” after yester- | 


day’s 2:30 a.m. search of properties 
reportedly owned by Marion Pettie, 
leader of the Finders. 

Virginia and Madison County au- 
thorities would not describe what 
they found at two farms, one near, 


Among the items seized in the. - 
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Etlan and the other a few miles 
away in a hamlet called Nethers. A 
house and at least three cabins on 
the land were unoccupied, and po- 
lice said much of the property ap- 
peared not to have been inhabited 
for some time. 

The door of one cabin was open 
yesterday, revealing large amounts 
of food, clothing, sleeping bags, 
books and pamphlets from groups 
such as the World Future Society. A 
plastic bag containing hundreds of 
neckties and several pairs of panty 
hose were on the floor, along with 
boxes of diapers. 

In the woods outside the cabin, 


badly weathered tents and sleeping - 
bags were scattered on the ground. 


next to a swing set made of rope 
and milk cases. Neighbors in the 
remote farming community have 
said they routinely saw as many a3 
several dozen people, including 
large groups of children, riding to 
the farms and hiking and camping in 
the nude during the summer. Some 
neighbors spoke highly of Pettie, 


:saying he traveled often and was 
| often helpful to focal residents. 


Meanwhile, the FBI and Tallahas- 


seek leagS O1 a Whnte vas ----- 


nesses said was with the blue van 
|__— that police } Wednesday. Police 


said the twO“¥ans may have been in 
radio contact. Witnesses told police 
that the white van was occupied by 
two well-dressed men and two chil- 
dren. [t has not been seen since. 

Law enforcement agencies 
throughout the Southeast United 
States weré asked yesterday to look . 
for the white van, and T allahassee 
police said they were examining 
leads reported by Miami and 
Gainesville, Fla., police. . 

Miami police searching computer 
intelligence files reported two vehi- 
cles, a white 1985 Dodge with Vir- 
ginia tags and a white 1982 Dodge 
van with Virginia tags. Gainesville 
police reported a sighting two days 
ago of an older model—tate ‘60s or 
'70s—green Chevy Suburban or 
Chevy International van occupied by 
several well dressed men and several 
children. Hunt would not comment 
further on the sightings. 

Hunt said police do not know when 
the two men and'six children in the 
blue van left the Washington area or 
how long they had been on the road. 
One of the youngsters told police 
that the children last saw their .par- 
ents in Washington around Christ- 
mas and that while traveling they 
had been camping out in tents at 
campgrounds. Police said they found 
no bedding or camping equipment in 

_the van. The van was heavy with the 
smell of unwashed clothes and rot- 
ting fruit and vegetables, police said. 

The two men arrested Wednes- 
day, identified as Douglas Ammer- 
man, 27, and James Michael Hol- 
well or Michae! Houlihan, 23, have 
been charged with aggravated child 
abuse and resisting arrest without 
violence, both misdemeanors in 
Florida. They were each being held 
in lieu of $100,000 bond. 

Houlihan is the father of one of 
the children and stepfather of an- 
other, according to police and for- 
mer members of the Finders. Hou- 
lihan told police late Friday that he 
wanted to talk to a detective, but 
when police sent an investigator, 
Houlihan had changed his mind, po- 
lice said, Police said that this could 


Cont 


be another of the games that the 

Finders are said to play. 
‘Authorities said they have not 

interviewed the children since-they 


were found Wednesday. Lt. Michael_ 


‘Langston said last night that social 
workers are awaiting the arrival of 
counselors from the FBI. No time- 
table has been set for the interview, 
which will be videotaped. 

Meanwhile, District police -the- 
orize that members of the commune 
were tipped off to the impending 
raid on their Washington bases 
when Tallahassee police called the 
W Street house sometime Wednes- 
day, seeking information about the 
children. “That alerted them to 
what was going on,” a District po- 
lice source said. “That’s why we 
didn’t find anything anywhere.” 

Former members of the group 
said the Finders routinely practiced 
leaving their house on short notice. 

In his printed statement, Terrell 
said that Ammermian was one of the 
two men who originally left Wash- 
ington with the six children. He 
listed in the sfatement names for all 
six children, and identified .their 
mothers. At least five of the women 
have been identified by other 
sources as members of the Finders. 

Terrell said that Ammerman and 
another man took the children to 
Florida and that afterward, Michael 
Holwell, also known as Michael 
Houlihan, and four other men, in- 
cluding Terrell himself, went to 
Florida to care for the children. 

Terrell said that he and another 
man left Florida after being satis- 
fied that the children were well 
cared for. 

He said the children’s mothers 
are in San Francisco, “working in 
business offices” to earn money to 
help pay for the Kentucky project. 

Identifying himself as the owner 
of both the Glover Park apartment 
building and the Northeast Wash- 
ington warehouse used by the Find- 
ers, Terrell said he could not return 
home because he feared that based 
on news reports “the police would 
arrest me.” 


Staff writers John Ward Anderson, 
Ed Bruske, Marc Fisher, John F. 
Harris, John Mintz and Linda 
Wheeler contributed to this report. 
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fficials Describe 


Cult Rituals’ in 


Child Abuse Case 


Photos of Youngsters Seized 


At D.C. Warehouse, Probers Say 


By Saundra Saperstein and Victoria Churchville 


Washington Post Staif Writers 
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Authorities investigating the alleged abuse of six chil- 
dren found with two men in a Tallahassee, Fla., park 
discovered materials yesterday in the Washington area 
that they say points to a 1960s-style commune called 


the Finders, described in a court document as a “cult” _ 


that allegedly conducted “brainwashing” and used chil- 
dren “in rituals.” 

D.C. police, who searched a Northeast Washington 
‘warehouse linked to the group, removed large plastic 
bags filled with color slides, photographs and photo- 
graphic contact sheets. Some photos visible through a 
bag carried from the warehouse at 1307 Fourth St. NE 
were wallet-sized pictures of children, similar to school 
photos, and some were of naked children. 

D.C. police sources said some of the items seized 
yesterday showed pictures of children engaged in what 
appeared to be “cult rituals.” Officials of the U.S. Cus- 
toms Service, called in to aid in the investigation, said 
that the material seized yesterday includes photos 


showing children involved in bloodletting ceremonies of 
" animals and one photograph of a child in chains. Cus- 


toms officials said they were looking into whether a 
child pornography operation was being conducted. 


According to court documents, 
computers and software were 
seized from the warehouse, from a 

= Glover Park apartment building and 
from a van that was recovered in 
Tallahassee along with the children. 

Yesterday’s disclosures about the 
mysterious group grew out of an in- 
vestigation that was set in motion 
Wednesday by an anonymous ‘call to 
Tallahassee police about two “well- 
dressed men” who were “supervising” 
six disheveled children in a neighbor- 
hood park. The men were arrested 
and: charged with child abuse, accord- 
ing to Tallahassee police. 

Their links to the D.C. area have 
led authorities into a far-reaching 
investigation that includes the Find- 
ers—a group of about 40 people 


( 


ee 
that court documents allege is led 


by a man named Marion Pettie— 
and their various homes, including 
the duplex apartment building in 
Glover Park, the Northeast “Wash- 
ington warehouse and a 9Q-acre 
farm in rural Madison County, Va. 
Tallahassee police, who arrested 
and charged men identified as 
Douglas E. Ammerman and Michael 
Houlihan with child abuse, con- 
tacted D.C. police Thursday in an 
attempt to establish the identities of 
the children. They learned that 


D.C. police had heard of the Finders | 
group, according to Tallahassee po- . 


lice spokesman Scott Hunt. 

No other member of the group 
had been located last night, police 
sources said. 

According to U.S. District Court 


- records in Washington, a confidential 
_ police source had previously told au- 
thorities that the Finders were “a 


cult” that conducted “brainwashing” 
techniques at the warehouse and the 


. Glover Park duplex at 3918-20 W St. 


NW. This source told of being re- 
cruited by the Finders with promises 
of “financial reward and sexual grat- 


_ ification” and of being invited by one 
, member to explore “satanism” with 
: them, according to the documents. 


According to the affidavit, the 
source told authorities that children 
were-used in “rituals” by the mem- 
bers, and though the source had nev- 
er witnessed abuse of the children, 
the source said the children’s grand- 
parents feared for their safety. 

On Dec. 15, a D.C. police detec- 
tive observed a clearing in the rear 
of the 3900 block of W Street NW 
where “several round stones had 
been gathered” near a circle, as 
well as evidence that people had 
gathered there. according to the 
document, which stated that “this 
practice is sometimes used in sa- 
tanic rituals.” Armed with that in- 
formation and the report from Tal- 
lahassee police of the allegedly 
abused children, D.C. police sought 
search warrants for the Glover 
Park residence and the warehouse. 

Meanwhile, authorities in Florida 
attempted to learn more about the 
six small children—described by a 
police spokesman as “hungry and 
.. pretty pathetic” —who had set 
the investigation in motion. 
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The children, identified in a court 


document only by the first names of 
Honeybee, John, Franklin, BeeBee, 
Max and: Mary, were described as 
“dirty, unkempt, hungry, disturbed 
and agitated.” They had. been living 
in the rear of the van for some time, 
the document said. 


Yesterday, police spokesman 
Hunt said one of the children, a 6- 
year-old girl, “showed signs of sex- 
ual abuse,” but that an examination 
by a local doctor showed none of the 
children as being ill. 

Five of the children were uncom- 
municative, according to police, and 
none.seemed to recognize objects 
such as typewriters and staplers. 

However, the oldest was able to 
give investigators some information. 
She said that the two men “were 
their teachers,” according to Hunt. 
She was not sure where they had 
been recently or where they were 
going. But until recently, they had 
been living in the District in “a house 
with other children and adults.” They 
lived mainly on a diet of raw fruit and 
vegetables, she said. 

The girl told the police that while 
they were in the District, the chil- 
dren réceived instruction from “a 
man they called a Game Caller or a 
Game Leader,” according to Hunt. 

According to the D.C. court doc- 
ument, a Tallahassee police inves- 
tigator identified this man as Mar- 
ion Pettie, who the confidential po- 
lice source “also identified as the 
Stroller, leader of this ‘cult.’ ” 

The children have been placed in 
emergency shelters in Tallahassee, 
according to Merrill Moody of the 
Florida Department of Health and 
Rehabilitative Services. He said ot- 
ficials were trying to identify them. 

Neighbors of the W Street house 
last night identified the photographs 
of two of the children as residents 
of the housé. 

Before their arrests in the park, 
Ammerman and Houlihan had told 
police that they were teachers from 
Washington “transporting these 
children to Mexico and a school for 
brilliant children,” according to 
Hunt, When police asked the men 
where the children’s mothers were. 
“they said they were being weaned 
from their mothers.” 
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@ Yesterday, U.S. Attorney Joseph 
£. diGenova said that authorities 
were investigating “the crime of 
kidnaping” but that the investiga- 
tion “is not limited to that as the ev- 
idence evolves.” 


George Wisnowsky, spokesman 
for the FBL in Jacksonville, said the 
FBI was “checking the transporta- 
tion of children across ‘state lines 
for immoral purposes or kidnaping.” 

Authorities in Florida, who 
searched the van, found 20 floppy 
computer discs and a device Hunt 
said could. be used to hook into a 
computer in another location by 
telephone. He said D.C. police have 
obtained evidence that a computer 
linked to the group received a call 
from Tallahassee late this week. 

Meanwhile, authorities in Wash- 
ington were busy searching. the 
warehouse and the Glover Park res- 
idence, side-by-side brick apart- 
ment buildings that, according to 
neighbors, stood out+in the neigh- 
borhood because of a hot tub and 
satellite dish on the roof. Only wo- 
men and children lived there, 


though men visited regularly, ace 


cording to neighbors. 

One woman from the neighbor- 
hood said the children from the house 
were “easy to spot because they were 
so dirty,” adding that adults with 
them “seemed not to care.” She said 
the group from the house reminded 
her of “leftover hippies.” _ 

But another neighbor, college 
professor John Matthews, who said 
he had lived at 3918 W St. for a 
short time while looking for an 
apartment, said the residents were 
“a close-knit group” of feminists 
who liked to help people and were 
not a cult. “The neighborhood talks 
about them because of their life 
style,” Matthews said. 

The Fourth Street warehouse, 
which authorities said also was used 
as a residence, had windows that 
were boarded shut. One wall was 
covered with a huge map of the 
world, lit by floodlights. Upstairs, 
mattresses were flung on the floors 
of various rooms. 


Staff writers Joseph E. Bouchard, 
Ed Bruske, John Harris and Linda 
Wheeler coritributed to this report. 
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/-<—Finders Group Has @ Roots 


In Popular 60s Hippie Refuge 


By Marc Fisher and John Mintz 


Washington Past Seatf Writers 


The Finders—about 40 people who lived in a Glover 


Park house, a Northeast Washington warehouse and a 
farm in tural Virginia—are what rémains of a.-popular 
1960s hippie refuge that evolved into a society dedi- 
cated to communalism and to Studying the future, ac- 


cording to court doc experts 
enforcement officials. cece ee ae 


ers are, 
Wherever outsiders had contact with the Finders 


they considered the group odd. There w. 

houses segregated by sex, children ete ae 
their parents, vans that came and went, and a myste- 
nous guru who called himself the Stroller and fancied 
himself a seer and a Political powerhouse. ; 


Before yesterday, police had had 


little coritact with the group. One « 


complaint five years ago prompted 
an investigation that found no ev- 
idence of ‘criminal activity, a Dis- 
trict police source said. And in De- 
cember, District police found an 
ornate tombstone and round stones 
gathered near a circle about 70 
yards behind the Glover Park 
house. Such stones are often used 
in satanic rituals, experts said. 

Neighbors have complained only 
rarely and then simply about the 
noise. And some people who visited 
or renee a the commune said they 
met intelligent, interestin le 
who showed no Sns of ode Beha 
lor or mistreatment of children. 


As long ago as 1968, -hippies and . 


peace activists in Washington often 
visited Pettie Farm, a 90-acre prop- 
erty in Madison County, Va., near 
Shenandoah National Park. Four 
people who visited The Farm, as it 
was known, between 1968 and 
1973 said yesterday it was a place 
where anyone could get an organic 
meal without charge, without ques- 
tions. They recalled a leader in his 
forties, a charismatic and wealthy 
man named Marion Pettie, 

About five years ago, neighbors 
of the farm said, the hippie follow- 
ers of Pettie were replaced by men 
in business suits and women in pro- 
fessional clothes.” 


Pettie and his followe hada 
house at 3920 W St. N lover 
Park, where members of the group 
lived until recent weeks, neighbors 
said. The house consists of two at- 


‘tached red brick buildings, each 


with four apartments. 

There, female members of the 
Finders lived with children in apart- 
ments with no locks on the doors. 
The group occasionally distributed 
fliers offering shared rooms for as 
little as $5 a night. 

“[ noticed the children often went 
without clothes in the summer,” 
said Gerald Salzman, a neighbor. “I 
thought it was cute and natural.” 
Still, Salzman said he once called 
police to tell them about a child who 
was screaming for more than an 
hour. 

Another neighbor, who asked-hot 
to be identified, said she once asked 
the mother of a 6- or 7-year-old 
child who lived in the Finders house 
why the girl didn’t go to school. 
“She said that [the child] was taught 
at home,” the neighbor said. 

George Pettie, son of Marion 
Pettie, said that the group is like an 
extended family largely made up of 
people who have dropped out of 
professional careers and are under 
his father’s sway. 

“The binder is they have a father 
now, and they get to play fun 
games,” said George Pettie, who 
owns a Northern Virginia home in- 
spection business and said he hasn’t 
“talked to his father in two years. 


. “They’re the kids, and they’re obe- 


dient. They like to do what the fa- 
ther says to do.” 

George Pettie said that he 
doesn’t know of any group mem- 
bers practicing satanism or abusing 
children. But he said the lives of the 
children is unpleasant because 
group members rear them collec- 
tively. Frequently, Marion Pettie, 
now 66, would assign a follower to a 


a> 


“game” or “adventure” overseas or 
in another city, and the group mem- 
ber would not see his children for 
months, 

George Pettie said the group en- 
gaged in “constant baby sitting 
.... T wouldn’t want to be a child 
there, without a reliable day-in-day- 
out parent figure.” He said of the 
children found in the van in Florida, 
“[ bet you a buck, you'll find their 
biological mothers live at W Street, 
and if they’re not there now, 
they’re off on some adventure.” 

Marion Pettie continually sent ‘his 
followers on what he called “adven- 
tures” to teach them about them- 
selves, his son said. If someone had 
some character weakness, the lead- 
er would send him or her away to, 
say, Hawaii to work, then return to 
describe his lesson to other mem- 
bers. 

The members support them- 
selves in temporary office jobs in 
Washington, George Pettie said. 

He described his father as char- 
ismatic and perceptive, having “a 
keen sense of what people need that 
they don’t even know themselves.” 

Marion Pettie retired from the 
Air Force in 1956 as a master ser- 
geant, and has done little formal 
work since then, his son said. In the 
1960s, he was’a “student of the 
world” who would spend the whole 
day in the library near the family 
farm, said his son. Then around 
1971 he gathered his followers in 
the W Street house. 

“That was the beginning of a new 
life for him,” George Pettie said. 
“They found in their communal life 
style a more adventurous life.” 

Marion Pettie has long had a con- 
suming interest in the future, and 
futurism is a major component of 
the group’s philosophy, according 
to cult experts. Originally he based 
his teachings on Carlos Castaneda’s 
popular 1960s chronicles of mystic 
self-exploration, a precursor of the 
New Age movement of the 1970s. 


Edwin Morse, a Wisconsin psy- ~ 
chologist who works with cult mem- 
bers, said he has tracked the Find- - 


ers for five years, interviewing sev- 
eral members. He said the mem- 


bers are well-educated, secretive . 
people who have “no clear parental - 


kind of responsibility as we. know ,, 


it,” instead sharing responsibility 


for the children. He said most of the ~ 


children who lived with the group 
were born to members. 
In the summer, neighbors saw as 


many as a dozen children at the : 
Madison County farm. “There was * 


always hollering and screaming go- 


ing on,” said Wilma Richards: “They ~ 
were always hollering about Mom- 


ma and Daddy. One time I heard 


one say ‘i want milk.’ Another per- Z 
son said, ‘Shut up, you ain’t ganna . 


getit.’” 
Another neighbor of the farm 
said he spoke to an 11-year-old boy 


school because no adults told them 
to. > 

“They always talked ’60s jargon, 
‘Do your own thing’ stuff,” the man 
said. He said members of the Find- 
ers appeared to hold jobs in com- 
puter businesses. 

The group split its membership 
by sex some time ago, leaving the 
women to live in the Glover Park 
house while the men moved into the 


a» 


warehouse at 1307 Fourth St. NE, 


-McArthur said. 


Cult experts said the past few 
years they have seen increased in- 
terest among such groups in satan- 
ism and witchcraft. The circle ol 
stone District police reported find- 
ing behind the Glover Park house ir 
December is typical of witchcraft 
ceremonies, said Richard Stephens 
a sociology professor at George 
Washington University. 


Staff writers John Ward Anderson, 
Linda Wheeler and John F. Harris 
contributed to this report. 
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Officials delve 


\ 


‘into mystery of — 


found ch 


By Rosalind Bentley 


Democrat staff writer BRYCE! 


Thursday were still trying to determine the identities 


of six children found with two men in Myers Park on | 


Wednesday afternoon, authorities said. - 

The men, identified as Michael Houlihan, 28, and 
Douglas Edward Ammerman, 27, both of Washington, 
were charged with child abuse and were being held in 


the Leon County Jail on $100,000 bond each, Tallahas- 


see police spokesman Scott Hunt and jail officials said.. 


The children were in the custody of the Florida’ 


Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services. 
Police got an anonymous call late Wednesday after- 
noon about two well-dressed men standing in Myers. 
Park with six unkempt children, Hunt said. 
When police arrived they found the men standing 


- near a foul-smelling blue Dodge van with Virginia 


license plates. The children, ages 2 to 6, were playing 
on the playground, Hunt said. : ; 
Houlihan and Ammerman told Officer ‘Tony Mash- 


. burn that they were the youngsters’ teachers and were 


taking them to Mexico to establish a school.for “‘bril- 
liant children,” Hunt said. They responded evasively 
when Mashburn asked them other questions, Hunt 
added. : ; . 

Authorities said the children ~ a 6-year-old boy 
and girl, a 4-year-old boy, two 2-year-old boys and a 3- 
year-old girl — were filthy. Insect bites and scratches 
covered their bodies, most were not wearing underwear 
and they looked as though they had not bathed in 
days, Hunt said. Officer Judy Suchocki tried to talk 
with the children but only one, the 6-year-old girl, was 
very responsive, Hunt said. ; 

The girl told Suchocki tha she and one of the 2- 


‘year-old boys were the children of Houlihan. The girl . 


also told Suchocki that they all used to live together in 
a house in Washington, but that they had been travel- 
ing for a while. 

Both Houlihan and Ammerman denied having any 
blood relationship to any of the children, Hunt said. 

Because police have not been able to determine any 
legal or blood ties between the men and the children, 
Ammerman and Houlihan were charged with child 
abuse instead of child neglect, Lt. Colon Benton said. 

None of the children knew where they were sup- 
posed to be going, only that they had stopped at “dif- 
ferent places,” and slept in the van and in tents in 
campgrounds along the way. The girl also told Su- 
chocki that none of them have seen their mothers since 
before Christmas and that they were being “weaned” 
from them, Hunt said. ~ soos 

The children also said they didn’t go to school but 
were taught by Houlihan and Ammerman. Benton said 
the children seemed unfamiliar with common office 
equipment such as telephones and staplers. 


See CHILDREN, 5A 
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’ Police in Tallahassee oat Washington, D.C., late. 


* work for their food by doing such 


Children 


From 1A fo 


: ; 

According to police, the children 
said they were hungry and had not 
eaten since Wednesday morning. 
But the children said they had to 


tasks as cleaning the van. Even 
then, they were given rax fruits and 
vegetables to eat as. “rewards, 
unt said. . 

7 Police said they found a Wash- 
ington telephone number inside the 
yan. When investigators called it, 
they got a recording that quoted 
Scriptures and had other religious 
messages, Hunt said. Ue, 

Detectives from the Metropoli- 
tan Police Department in Washing- 
ton are conducting an investigation 
there to determine whether or not 
the children and the men were ever 
in the nation’s capital, Metro police 
spokesman Capt. William White III 
said. Police there are also trying to 
determine whether the men were 
involved in any criminal activities, 
White said. He declined, however, 
to give any further details. 

“We are still in the very early 
stages of the investigation,” White 
said Thursday night. . 

But Hunt said Washington au- 
thorities have verified an address 
thought to be where the children 
and the two men were living. Local 
police were planning to send photo- |, : 
graphs and fingerprints of the chil- 
dren to Washington for tracking. 

‘HRS officials took custody of 
the children Wednesday night and 

; put them in an emergency shelter, 
said Debra Ervin, HRS administra- 
ive-services director. * f 
On Thursday, the six children 
were examined by a. child-protec- 
tion team to determine whether 
they have been abused or neglect- 
ed, Ervin said. Results of the exams 
were not imbrediately available. 
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REPLY TO | 
aTrNoF: Resident Agent in Charge 

Washington, D.C. 


SUBJECT: 


FOIA Request - "The Finders" 
(88-1053 GED) 
TO: 


Assistant awe a 


' b6 
Pursuant to your request which was routed through S/A b7C 
SAC Miami, attached is a copy of RAC/DC b7E 
Report of Tnvestigation| _____Jconcerning "The 
Finders." 


An index search did not disclose records on any of the 
individuals named in the FOIA request. 


Resident Agent in Charge 


Attachment 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
(REV. 1-80) 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
5010-114 


%& GPO : 1983 0-- 421-526 (9142) 


D TMENT OF THE TREASURY 
U D STATES CUSTOMS SERVICE 


TRANSMITTAL AND ROUTING SLIP 


* By ACTION 4, CIRCULATE 7. CORRECT. 10. INITIAL ATTACHMENT 
Fa 2, APPROVAL 5. COMMENT ' 8, FILE : 41, PER CONVERSATION 14, SE 
5 abe 
<O 3, AS REQUESTED. 6. COORDINATE 9. INFORMATION 12, RETURN 


; ACTION OUT |, 2 = : ACTION | 
DESTINATION CODE(S) | NITIALS : DESTINATION CODE) PNT 


ustoms Form 3 
wU.S. GPO: 
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1987~742-011/41117 ee 
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fda a | 
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Deven apes 5 988 


‘To: FOIA/PA Unit 


This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 
| request a complete and thorough search of all filing systems and locations for all records 
maintained by your agency pertaining to and/or captioned 


b6 
b7C 


also request all “sce references” to these names. a search of the ELSUR 
\¢chnique for locating records of electronic surveillance. 

This request is also a request for any corresponding files in INS Headquarters or regional 
offices, 

Please place ariy *‘ missing” files pertaining to this request on “special locate’’ and advise that 
you have done this. 

If documents are denied in part or in whole. please specify which exemption(s) is(are) claimed 
fur each passage or whole document denied. Please provide a complete itemized inventory and 
detailed factual justification of total or partial denial af documents. Specify the number of pages 
in cach document and the total number af pages pertaining to this request. For classified 
material denied, please include the following information: the classification rating (confidential, 
scerct. or top secret): identify the: classifier: date or event for automatic declassification, 
classification review or downgrading: if applicable. identify the official authorizing extension of 
uutomatic declassification or review: and. if applicable, give the reason for extended 
classification. ; ; : 

I request that excised material be ‘blacked out" rather than “whited out'’ or cut out. | expect. 
as provided by the Freedom of Information Act, that the temaining non-exempt portions of 
decuments will be released. 

Please send a memo (copy to me) to the appropriate units in your office ar agency to assure 
that no records related to this request are destroyed. Please advise of any destruction of records 
and include the date of and authority for such destruction: 

As | expect to appeal any denials, please specify the office and address to which an appeal 
should be directed. - 

I belicve my- request qualifies for a waiver of fees since the release of the requested 
information would primarily benefit the general public and be “‘in the public interest."* 

I can be reached at the phone listed below. Please call rather t 
or if you need additional information from me. 


| expect a response to this request within ten (ten) working days as provided for in the 
Freedom of Information Act. 


Index or any similar 


han write if there are questioris 


Sincerely. 


name: 
address: 


tclephone 
signature: 


Finders Croup Has Its 


Cc~ FRAT 


00 eh, a eee oe | 


: : ALL EMPCRMATION [NT aL 
a BEeSe ly le UN LASSI PIED 
es “ ! ) CATE Ce-le-201l4 BY Bel 
Memorandum 
ae 
To : SAC, WMFO (31C-WF-189911) -B} Date 11/9/93 
i , nn cS bs 
b7c 
Subject: "FINDERS" GROUP: 


WSTA - SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - PI; 
00: WMFO 


Attached to this memo is a photocopy of the Washington 
Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) case file concerning 
captioned group. This material was nd SSA 
i 11/09/93 by Lieutenant MPD 
Intelligence Division, room 5067, 300 Indiana Avenue, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 
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LENGTH! 384 words is uate 

PAWIT DBA THE COMMANDI <a 
HEADLINE? PROBE CAN'T PROVE CHILD ABUSE BY CULT  —~ ceRVIC GION. Maat 
ENT, WASHINGTON, D.C 


"BODY: 

Att imvestigatiow gequna-last year into the mysterious Finders communal graup, 
Linked to six disheveled children ‘found in: Florida, ‘failed ‘to substantiate 
allegations af child abuse, District of Columbia police said: Monday. 


Police Chief Maurice Turher Jr. said an anonymous trftaormant's allegations 
tivat the Finders are: “a cult amd- that its activities ivvolve: Satanic: rituais" 
were ot borne aut by police stakeouts in December ar by evidence seized at twa 
Finders’ homes last week. 


Ture said: “we want to assure ourselves” that the: children were wot abused. 
“We have tot assured ourselves at this point in time," he said at a ews 
COM PEPETCE. 


“The Lifestyle of the so-called Finders argatrization way differ frow- the 
soctetal nord," but no evidence of criminal wrongdoing has been uncovered, te 
said. 


The crildren, ranging in age Frow 2 to: ?, remained in temporary shelters ir 
Tallahassee, Fla. The two men who had custody of the children when they were: 
cdiscavered last Weurnesday are under arrest on child: abuse charges. 

Police in Tallahassee have said that more than one of the children showed 
Signs af Sexual abuse. They did not elaborate. 

Tallahassee police spokesman Scott Hunt said Washington detectives, wha 
traveled to Florida to interview the children, were assisting in trying to 
identify the children. 

The FBI, the U.S. Customs Service and police in Virgitia alsa were assisting 
with the investigation. 


“They ‘re doing fine,“ Hunk said of the children. “They've beer fed well, 
they’ve been clothed well and they're eating and sleeping.” 


Ture said that the wothers of the children still had: aot come forward and: 
that police tad not yet identified them. 


& spokesmat for the Finders group, Rahert Gardner Terrell, said Monday that 
the children's mothers “are here in Washington. There already tave been 
conversations” with police. He spoke at a small news canference at the group's 
‘warehouse, sitting with tis Gack to cameras with a ‘Ronald Reagan task on the 
tack of his head. 


Cc) 1987 Chicago Tribune, February 70, 1987 


TeVveLlL said the argarization's first priarity is getting the children cack. 
“It's a relief and I’m extilaratec to hear we are not a Satanic cult," said 


Terrell. “Hawever, we are still involved in an extensive and: detatled review 
process of the documents atid records seized." 
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LENGTH: 784 words 


HEADLINE: D.€. Police! Finders Odd, Not Criwinals 
‘FBI, Virginia and Florida Expatd Probes 


BYLINE: Victarta Churchville, Mare Fisher, Washingtomr Post Staff writer: 


‘BODY: 

A District police investigatiatr bequn in December into allegations of cntla 
anUSe and satanic rituals involving the Finders, a group Linked to six ragtag 
eliidren Found last week ti Florida, has produced evidence that the practices af 
the group were odd but tot criminal, DC. Police Chief Maurice T. Tarver Jr. 
Said yesterday. 


“The Life style of the so-called Finders organization may differ fraw the 
societal narn, but so far the Metropolitan Police Department tas tat uncovered 
any evidence of criminal wrongdoing by members of the group," Turner said at a 
ews conference. He added, towever, that documents and records seized last week 
are Still being reviewed. 


But ever as pokice in the District softened their statements about the 
Finders qroup, the FBI and police in Virginia and Florida widened their 
investigation into the activities of the Washington-based commune of 20 to 40 
adults and seven childre. 


Two of the six children, whom police satd they found dirty and: hungry in a 
Tallahassee park with two well-dressed men, showed indications of possible 
S@xttal abuse, according ta ar affidavit filed: in Madison County, Va., where the 
areup has two fais. 


The wer, Douglas E. Awwerwan, 27, and Janes Michael Holwell, 23, who gave 
police the name Michael Houlitan, were arrested ard charged with six counts each 
of child atuse. Florida authorities said yesterday. that the ter weir, wha are irr 
jail in lieu of & 180,008 cash bond, have refused to talk witi police. 


Meanwhile, FBI agents in Washingtor yesterday interviewed Kristin Knauth, = 
wonan associated with the group. Ste is said to be the mother of Benjamin 
Frankkin Kiraeth, 4, ane of the children found in Florida. Kristin Krauth cawid 
not te reached for comment yesterday. 


Chief Turner said the D.C. investigation begair in wid-December after an 
uimaned infornant alleged that children were being physically aid sexually 
atused at the groatip's house and that the group engaged in satanic activities. 


He said those alleqations have not been substantiated by police surveillance 
om fy review of waterials setzed at the group's properties last week, wor hes 
exatination of those taterials substantiated allegations of child pornodgrapty . 
No children have beer at the Finders’ residence since the investigation beqar, 


eae ee a 
The Washington Post, February 10, ® 


Turuer said. de said that as yet police “have not assured” themselves that 
children in the group fave not teen abused. 


In air interview, Robert Gardner Terrell, a key member of the group, said that 
the children fave teen traveling in Virginia, Kentucky and florida since before 
Christwas with wen in the group while their mothers were irr Saw Fraretsca or “at 
earning and learning adventure." He said a seventt child, an infant, fas teen in 
Boulder, €olo. 


“We've received hundreds and hundreds of calks about the children," 
Tallahassee police spokesman Scott Hunt said yesterday. “They're doing fine now. 
They're welk fed and they're clothed and they're in shekter.° 


Virginia state police said yesterday that they found goat skins and a goat’s 
head in their search of the Fingers’ rural lands over the weekend, Spokesmat 
Charles Vaughan said police alsa fourd computer equipment and documents, tut he 
dic nat Cesiiets E ort the prane E see of the waterial. 


Itt att affidavit supporting the search, Virginia authorities included 
protagraghs showing three white-roned Finders wen and several children 
diswembering two goats. The photographs were in a scrapbook titled “The 
Execution of Henrietta and Igor.” In ane picture, a crying child Locked at a 
decapitated goat. Another photo was captioned, “Ben finds Henrietta’s Wo.” 
Three pictures stowed children playing with goat Fetuses. 


Carl Shapley, a Washington educator who said fe worked closely with Finders 
leader Marion Pettie during the past year, said the group's ceremonies involved 
the slaughter of goats, put fe warned against associating such activities with 
Satanism or pagar rites. 


"They Gelieve im gaes and this was just good fun, a very ALice-in-Wonderland 
Kind of fun, dressing up in white robes dr whatever,” te said. 


Ever a5 Shapley and others rose to defend the Finders, calling thew an add 
Hut entirely benign group of intellectual explorers and social adventurers, 
Former members of the group came forward to relate tales of feing Harassed by 
the Finders. 


A lawyer in Culpeper, Va., Said the Finders sent him profane letters and 
Slashed his car's tires when We. represented a former member in a divorce case 
three years aga. Joit Davies, the Lawyer, said the tarassment stopped only after 
he obtained a court arder protibiting members of the group from contacting him. 


Staff weiters Jon fF. Harris and Joby Mints contributed to this report. 
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LENGTH: 843 words kK 
HEADLINE: POLICE SAY UNIDENTIFIED CHILDREN IN FLORIDAG& 
BYLINE: By PHILIP SHENON, Special to the New York Times 
DATELINE: WASHINGTON, Fer. ¢ 


BODY: 
kacal police officials anounced tere today that six children found last week 
in Florida had apparently not been kidnapped and that there was no evidence to 
show that the secretive group that has been raising thew is a cult involve in 
child abuse. 


The statement Frow the Metropolitan Police Department conflicted with 
accounts from the police in Tallahassee, Fla., where the children were found, 
utwashed and tungry, Last week. Officials there said this warning that at Least 
two of the children had signs of sexual abuse. 


But late today, the Police Chief in Washington, Maurice T. Turner ur., said 
at a news conference that there was no evidence of crittinal activity by the 
commural graug kiowt as The Finders. However, he said the investigation would 
continue. 


Two Mew Were Arrested 


Chief Turner's arnnauncement was another canfusing twist in the investigation 
that began last Wednesday when the children and two men were found in a 
Tallahassee park. According ta the Tallahassee police, the children could nat 
identify themselves and said the two men were teachers. The wen were arrested 
aid charged with child atuse. 


Lan-an forcement officials suggested that Chief Turner was attempting ta end 
recent speculation that the group was involved in satanic rituals at a 
Washingtoiy hone. 


After the children were found last week, the police searched the towe and a 
Warehouse in the northwest section af Washington, and seized photograpiis and 
documents that one sogurce in Florida originally satd were ‘‘cawsistent with a 
Satatiic cult.’’ 


Statements oy Finders Spokesman 


The Washington police said that the children, two girls and four boys who 
ranged in age from 2 to 7 years, were apparently the atfspring of members af the 
Finders, which the police said was a Secretive group in which the sexes are 
Separated and children are raised communally. Acknowledging that the group's 
practices were unusual, the officials said it fad not engaged in criminal 


(c) 1987 The New York Times, February 10, 1987 
practices. 


Robert Gardner: Terrell, a spokesman for the Finders, said his group had 
cooperated with the police and that the mothers of the children tad spoken with 
the authorities, according ta an Associated Press report. 


Mr. Terrell, who appeared at a news conference wearing a mask bearing 
President Reagan's image, said the organization's first priarity was getting the 
children back. 


‘We've been in constant contact with the authorities, '‘ te said. ‘‘it hasn't 
been on the basis of interrogation. It's been in terms of cooperation. Sooner or 
later we Knew people in Tallahassee would recagnize their mistake.‘ ' 


Photographs of Goats 


OFFicials canfimmed that photographs faund in buildings used ty the Finders 
showed children watching goats being slaughtered. But they indicated that the 
activity was not illegal, nor did it suggest pornagraphy. 


''There was apparently the killing of goats and some type of blood,’’ Chief 


Turner Said, adding that it appeared the children did not participate im tHe 
killing. Other police officials suggested that the goats were actually butchered 
For neat, nat For same sort of satanic animal sacrifice. 


''A photograph can paint 1,001 pictures,'' Chief Turner said. 


‘'The Life style of the so-called Finders organization way differ Frow the 
societal norm,''’ he added, ''but so far, the Metropolitan Police Departwent has 
not uncavered any evidence of criminal wrangdoing oy mewbers of the group. 


‘TAt this point the Metropolitan Police Department fas not found any 


materials amang the seized documents or recards that wauld initially corrabarate 
allegations made by an informant that the organization is a cult and that its 
activities involve satanic rituals. 


Dacuments Being Reviewed 


‘However, We are still involved in am extensive ang detailed review process 
of the documents and records seized,'' he added. 


Asked if the group was dangerous, Chief Turner replied: ‘'T don't reaily 


believe so. If they are a danger, from what I an see, they would be a danger to 
themselves .'' 


Chief Turner said he had no evidence that any of the children Wad Geer 
ttolested and referred questions about physical abuse to the Florida officials. 


Officials say the Finders apparently is a remnant af a t940's counterculture 


movement created by Marion Pettie, a charismatic leader who urged his followers 
to study a dactrine that stressed self-exploration and Futurism. 
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“‘anparently it's an organization that started in the late 40's,‘‘ Chief 
Turner said. ‘'If you went back ta that point in time there were a lot of 
communes ard a lat of hippies, and I think it was a way of Life for then. F rany 
that way of life it has escalated to what we have today as the Finders. 


Menhers of the graun, the police said, apparently perwitted their children to 
travel to Florida for a time while they remained behind to work. 


The two wen arrested in the case were identified as Douglas Ammeraan, 27 
years old, and James M. Holwell 23. They were charged with aggravated child 
neglect, & tisdetiganar, and held on $100,000 band. 


SUBJECT! CHILD ABUSE; LOST, MISSING AND RUNAWAY CHILDREN 
ORGANIZATION: FINDERS (ORGN) 
NAME: SHENON, PHILIP 


y 


GEOGRAPHIC: WASHINGTON (BC}; FLORIDA 


. PAGE 9 
7TH STORY of Level { printed in FULL format. 


Capyright €c} 1987 The Times Mirrar Compariy; 
Los Angeles Times 


February 4, 7987, Sunday, Howe Edition 
SECTION: Part 1; Page 2; Column 13 National Desk 
LENGTH: 707 wards 


HEADLINE: THE NATION; 
VIRGINIA CULT SITES RAIDER 


BODY: 


Police seized computer recards, colar slides and photos at five rural 
Virginia locations Linked ta the Finders, reported to be a satanic cult, as 
authorities searcked throughout the Southeast for a van they believed was 
carrying associates of the tho group members arrested on child abuse charges in 


Tallahassee, Fla. Virginia authorities searched cabins and outbuildings in the 
ttountainous Nethers and Etlan area of Madison County. Meanwhile, the six 


children found dirty and hungry in the van in Tallahassee were waved out of 
emergency shelters after threatening phone calls were received by police. 
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Finders Say en 
They Fear | ). Women. 


. 
‘ 


For Children ¢¢ Children 


five Women Seek 


District of Columbia Protective 


. ervices. officials have twice taken. 

Custody of Minors " ustody of some of the Finders chi 
i. MOG Cn ren, once in 1984 g ter some were 

UT 87 llegedly found ‘wandering cold and? 

By Victoria Churchville ungry near the 8roup’s: Northeast 

Washington Post Stalt Writer ; rarehous. e, and a year later, after [ 
TALLAHASSER, Fla., Feb, 14 né of the mothers refused to leave 
Five women who belong to the \. .€r family’s home, according to the 
Finders 8toup and described them- itandmother of one of the children, 

S€lves as the mothers of six chil- i 


: Finders Spokesman and a govern- 
nent official, s 


said today they fear the children In both cases, District social ' 
ave been traumatized by their sep vorkers were Swayed by how the 

aration fr © group, and the nothers presented themselves ag 

vowed to fight to win back the chit. arents, according to. the grand- 

dren, nother, . 
‘T’'m very concerned that the ex. ; 

Perience of being Picked up by po- 

lice, being interviewed by strang- ee 

- rs, being cared for by Stangers has 

been a very traumatic €xperience [ 

TOM the start for all the children,” 

Said Judith B ans, 31, She said her 


The women said they were in San 
Francisco at the time of the incident 


and that they immediately bagan 0 ~ at 
taking Steps to return, Authorities 
" have said tha women’s struggle to. 
" regain Custody of the Children could 0 
bea Protracted one, y ; 
| “We. Started the rocesses ag 


Pp: ; 
500n as we heard, It’s been a very : a 
. long Process,” said Pat Livingstone, i, ¢ \ 
mother of 6-Year-old Max, one of na 


Saying they’lj have to consider our 
case in turn,” Livingstone Said, 
& Women displayed little emo. 
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Finders Get 6 Children 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1987 A5 


Temporary Custody Granted to Mothers 


. ‘ 
Associated Press * 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla., Feb. 27— 
The mothers of six children found 
at a city playground with two men 
belonging to a Washington-based 
communal group called the Finders 
have been awarded temporary cus- 
tody of the children until a court 
hearing next week. 

’ Leon County Judge Victor Cawthon 
ruled in a closed hearing today that 
the four boys and two girls found Feb. 
4 could stay here with women Finders 
members who identified themselves 
as their mothers until a final custody 
hearing Friday. Until then, the state 
Department of Health and Rehabil- 
itative Services is to exercise formal 


- custody of the children. 


The children, ranging in age from 
2 to 7, were taken into protective 
custody when their two adult male 


_ companions were arrested on child 


neglect charges, 


\ 


County prosecutor C.L. Fordham 
objected to today’s ruling, arguing 
that it was “premature at this point 
to give the children back to the 
mothers because of the many lin- 
gering questions of impact of [the 
Finders’ | life style on the children.” 

Fordham said he was not yet sure 
if he would object during the Friday 
hearing to giving the mothers full 
custody. 

Connie Ruggles, spokeswoman 
for the social services agency, said 


state law prohibited her from com- 


menting, and Paula Walborsky, at- 
torney for the women, did not re- 
turn a call to the Associated Press. 
Meanwhile, the two men ar- 
rested Feb. 4 remained jailed on 
child neglect charges. Douglas Am- 
merman, 27, and James Holwell, 
23, are being held in lieu of $10,000 
bail each on one count of child ne- 


-glect. Trials are scheduled for 


March 30 and 31. 
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By Victoria Churchville * 
and Marc Fisher 


Washington Post Staff Writers 


A District police investigation 
begun in December into allegations 
of child abuse and satanic rituals in- 

volving the Finders, a group linked 

to six ragtag children found last 
“week in Florida, has produced ev- 
idence that the practices of the 
group were odd but not criminal, 
D.C. Police Chief Maurice T. 
Turner Jr. said yesterday. 

“The life style of the so-called 
Finders ‘organization may differ 
from the societal norm, but so far 
the Metropolitan Police Depart- 
ment has not uncovered any evi- 
dence of criminal wrongdoing by 
members of the group,” Turner said 
at a news conference. He added, 
however, that documents and 
records seized last week are still 


being reviewed. 
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Odd, Not Criminal 


FBI, Virginia and Florida Expand Probes 


Pr? 


But even as police i in the District 
softened their statements about the 
Finders group, the FBI and police in 
Virginia and Florida widened their 
investigation into the activities of 
the Washington-based commune of 
20 to 40 adults and seven children. 

Two of the six children, whom 
police said they found dirty and hun- 
gry in a Tallahassee park with two 
well-dressed men, showed indica- 
tions of possible sexual abuse, ac- 
cording to an affidavit filed in Mad- 
ison County, Va., where the group 
has two farms. 

The men, Douglas E. Ammerman, 
27, and James Michael Holwell, 23, 
who gave police the name Michael. 
Houlihan, were arrested and charged: 
with six counts each of child abuse. 
Florida authorities said yesterday 
that the two men, who are in jail in 
lieu of $100,000 cash bond, have 
refused to talk with police. ; 
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A warehouse in Northeast Washington, believed to have been occupied by the Finders, a little-known cult. 
\ 


cess of reviewing this material ahead 
of us,” the captain said. 

Detectives in the investigation said 
the review would require the weekend 
at least. The detectives said they had 
begun to doubt that child pornography 
was involved but that they had seen 
evidence that children were involved in 
rituals. They declined to comment on 
reports that the Finders were worship- 


_In neighboring Virgina, the authori- 
ties said they had completed their part 
in the investigation by searching five 
places in Madison County where mem- 
bers of the group were said to have oc-| 4 
cupied farms and homes. St 

Lieut. J. P. Henries of the Madison| st 
County Sheriff’s Office said, ‘No obvi-| St 
Ous' new evidence of criminal activity | m 
was found.” he 


Cials here said today that six dishev- 
'éled children found in. Tallahassee, 
Fla., might be the offspring of mem- 
ibers of a little-known cult, but the offi- 
H ials said they had not ruled out the 
‘possibility of kidnapping. 

t: €apt. William White 3d, a spokesman 


'{0r the District of Columbia Police De-| ers of the devil, é re Oe 
fertmenty slg, “atts pare to nosngaeters! Bure of Investigation 

»pears that those children are the chil- : : nan “hat_| Ci 
difen af “members uf thie group.” He ; lice officials here Suggested that what- tif 
iWas referring to members of a cult|: et Food Spoon Wins ess Puree ne pon ‘the! oy 
Kilown as the Finders, who have occu- || . local courts becaiise ir appeared thet y 
-piéd at least two buildings here. An Invention Contest dc 


the children had been transported | 
across state lines in possible violation M 
of Federal laws, 


Captain White said said that the dis- 
trict police had been unable to identify | re 
the children or their parents. “We're li 
trying to find the parents,” he said. p! 

Captain White said that people who Ww 
might be related to the children were a 
also being sought but, he declined to} ¢c 
give details. 

The Police Department spokesman | ¢ 
said that no further arrests were ex-| } 
pected. ‘At this stage,” he said, “we I 

f 
a 


peBut Captain White added, “We have- 
‘t-ruled out any possibilities,”’ 


Children Found in Florida 


«He declined to speculate on what the 

Jossibilities might be but other police 

-pificials said they included kidnapping | 
Some type of international market 

~ for: children, : 

Ho children, two girls and four boys 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 7 (AP) ~A 
6-year-old Oklahoma girl has come 
up with a solution to a problem that 
has vexed some pet owners for 
years: how to feed.a cat or dog with- 
out having to wash the messy spoon 
afterward. 


The Solution devised by the girl, Su- 

zanna, Goodin, was to shape a pet 
cracker into an edible spoon that 
could be broken up into the pet's food 
after serving. : * 
: Her “edible pet food server” won' 
-her a grand prize today in an inven- 
tion contest sponsored by The Weekly 
’ Reader, a school publication. More 
than 200,000 children participated in: 
the contest. 


Suzanna, a first-grader from Police officials. also raised the ques- 
Hydro, Okla., was cited for the best tion of whether children other than the 
computer programs. a .| idea submitted by children in kinder- six found in Florida might be invol 
ifs We have a very long, tedious pro- garten through the fourth grade, ini the case. ; | 


"tO 6 years old, were discovered in a 
Cailahassee playground on Thursday. 
jfWo men, Douglas Edward Zimmer. 
man, 27 years old, and Michael Houli- 


fiah, 28, were arrested in the case and 
[eharged with child abuse. 

Subsequently, the police here ob- 
q fained warrants to search a house in 
Northwest Washington and a ware- 
‘fouse in Northeast Washington, both 
lieved to have been occupied by the 


re. : 
Fifiders. Captain, White said they had 


ia ae boxes of records, documents and 


have not uncovered anything that 
would cause us to anticipate arrests, at 
least not in the near future.” 

With an air of frustration perhaps re- 
flecting the bafflement of the police de- 
partment, however, he added, ‘‘No one 
-Knows what tomorrow holds,” 
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' Of Unidentified Children 
on ~ SS SONORDIRINER. _ 


MIAMI, Feb. 6 — The authorities in 
several states today sought to identify 
six young children who the police said 
were apparently taken from their par- 
ents by two Washington, D.C., men and 
enlisted in what was described as a bi- 
zarre cult of devil worshipers. 
| Known to one another by such names 
as ‘Benjamin Franklin,” “John Paul 
Pope” and ‘“‘Honeybee,” the children 
were taken into protective custody 
| Thursday by the police in Tallahassee, 
Fla., after they were found, unwashed 
‘and hungry, in a city park. The chil- 
dren, ranging in age from 2 to 7 years, 
were with two men driving a van with 
Virginia license plates. 

Acting on information supplied by 
detectives in Tallahassee, the police in 
Washington today searched a house 
and a warehouse in the northwest sec- 
tion of the District of Columbia, seizing 
photographs and other documents that 
one source described as “consistent 
with a satanic cult,” including a photo- 
graph of a multilated animal. 


No Clues to Their Identities 


The band of children has baffled the 
police, who said the case resembled 
something more like a Pied Piper story 
than a tale of the occult. 

Some of the children told investiga- 
tors they had not seen their parents 
since Christmas and had been travel- 
ing with the men since then. Other chil- 
dren said that one of the men, Michael 
Houlihan, 28 years old, was their fa- 
ther, but Mr. Houlihan denied it without 
enrauidina any alunn tophag ideutitiac 
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Special to The New York Times 


Hunt said. “Adults are encouraged to - 
join this group and one of the stipula- 


tions of joining this group is that they 
give up the rights of their children.” 

Police sources in Washington said 
the trail of the men Jed to a rural Vir- 
ginia community in Madison County, 


about two hours southwest of the na- . 


tion’s capital, apparently a lead pro- 
vided by documents found today. “It 
may turn out to be one property, it may 
turn out to be more,” said Lieut. M. G. 
Millner of the Virginia state police who 
added that the police would to check 
the area soon. : 
In the. searches, police officers seized 
large boxes of documents, records and 


The two suspects: 
are charged with 


aggravated child 
abuse. & 


equipment, including computer pro- 
gramming material. 

Twenty-seven computer’ storage 
disks were also found, along with rot- 


ting food, in the blue 1980 Dodge van ~ 


driven by the suspects when they were 


taken into custody in Tallahassee with 


the children. : 

Witnesses there told investigators 
that they saw two other men and chil- 
dren in a second van make contact with 
the first group in the park. The wit- 
nesses said they drove away before the 
police arrived. 


Children Rewarded With Food 


The children told investigators in 
Tallahassee that they had been on the 
road for weeks, camping out at night. 
The oJder children reported that they 
were rewarded with food for doing 
“good things’ but that the nature of 
what was expected was not described. 

Their daily ration of food consisted of 
oranges, bananas and raw potatoes, 
they told the police. 

Based on information provided by 
the children, they were tentatively 
identified as Mary Houlihan, 7 years 
old; Max Livingstone, 6; Honeybee 
Evans, 3; Benjamin Franklin, 3; John 
Paul Pope Houlihan, 2, and B.B., a 


2-year-old boy. ey 
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_) Abuse Linked 
“>to Satanic Cult 


» TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (P—Two 
men arrested after being seen in a 
park with six children dressed in 
tatters were held Friday on child 
abuse charges, and police said the 
men may be part of an internation- 
‘ al satanic cult whose members give 
up their children, 

» *, Some of the children told police 
“i. they had not seen their parents 

since before Christmas. 
« “They evidently have come from 
such sheltered existences that they 
‘had no concept of what a telephone 
- was, or TV or anything like that,” 
said Scott Hunt, a spokesman for 
the Tallahassee Police Department. 
The children, ages 2 to 6, may 
have been given up by their par- 
ents so the parents could join a 
satanic cult in Washington, D.C., 

_ authorities in Florida said. 


Police Tipped Off 


Police were alerted Wednesday 
by anonymous callers concerned 
because the men were dressed in 
coats and ties while the children, 

. unwashed. and insect-bitten, were 
playing in tattered clothes at Myers 
Park, a downtown playground. 

Upon questioning after their ar- 
rest Wednesday, the men said the 
children were being “weaned” 
from their mothers in Washington. 

’ They said they were taking the 

children to Mexico to start a school 

i for brilliant children. They denied 

i’: any blood relationship with the 

: children and refused:to answer 
other questions. 

“We don’t know what we've got. 
All we have is six children, and we 
don’t know where they came 

: from,” Hunt said. 
The oldest child said the children 
~  hhad-never been to school. They had 
been traveling for several days or 
weeks, she said, although she did 
_. hot know where they had been. 
: 44, Medical exams showed that one 
:“. . child had been sexually abused, 
| ; *..' Hunt said. . 
bears .« Police identified the men as 
.. Douglas Edward Ammerman, 27, 
and Michael Houlihan, 28, and said 
they were believed to be from the 
‘tv. Washington area. The two were 
rita. ¢harged Thursday with one count 
i.4. Of child abuse. They appeared in 
f~ +. court Friday and were jailed on 
7 ""t + $100,000 bail each. 
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Ss 4 Men Arrested pre 
‘Traveling i mm Van 


| With 6 Children 


“. ’ By John Ward Anderson . 
and Victoria Churchville 


Washington Post Staff Writers 


- Two men believed to have Washington- 
area ties who were traveling with six hun- 
gry and disheveled children in a van with 
_ Virginia license plates were arrested in Tal- 
lahassee,.Fla., and charged with child abuse, 
police in the Florida capital reported last 
night. 
‘ D.C. police, armed with search warrants, , 
seized documents and records from two [o- 
cations in the city last night as part of the 
, | investigation of the incident, which involves 
i] six children—two girls and four boys— 
whose ages range from 2 to 6, The children 
‘+ have not identified themselves. 
Based on information obtained from Tal- 
‘} lahassee authorities, a D.C. police spokes- 
man told a news conference last night that 
“the children are in doubt as to who they 


_ However, D.C. police said last night that 
no children of the ages listed are listed as 
-missing from the. District. 
. Police in Tallahassee said the two men, 
-picked up in a city park there Wednesday, 
.| carried homemade identification cards that 
| listed them as Doug Ammerman and Mi- 
| chael Houlihan, 
Little other information was available 
‘about the men. Tallahassee police Lt. 
George Creamer said the two have refused 
} to talk to police. They were ordered held 
under $100,000 bond each after a hearing 
yesterday. 
An Associated Press report said that no 
record of the Virginia tags on the van could 
| be found. 
In addition to being unable to identify 
themselves, the children apparently were 
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REPORT RE: 
_____Statement of don 2/9/87 ab 1:45 PM to 3:15 PM 
PM 
w/t, 
or approxima and is employed as a 
was interviewed at WFO/FBI by Det. 
conducted in regards to the six children in Tallahassee, orida, commonly known as 
the "Finders Case", . b6 
b7c 
Since this interview was in regards to finding the parents of the children and 
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rights. j 
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Statement of| | 


According t left approximately one month ago with the 
children to go to Berea, Kentucky. stayed with the kids 
at thel__________] in Berea. Approximatley 5 weeks ae net left Kentucky 


o Florida to a town called Archer and stayed with a 
Again[ ss~s~s~—sSCSCSCdrVER the six children to Florida. 


drove the while 
drove the ‘land in 
rener, a. is was abou week after the two o biects and the children 


were in Archer The approximate date of arrival b et_al was on Jan 
stated that 
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Statement of 
On the morning of bé 
b7c 
On Feb, 3, 1987, and drove toward Tallahassee 
staying outside of the town at a rest area. 
On Feb. 4, 1987, h i b6 
thers went to work in Tallahassee. b7c 
eould no 
explain why the subjects did not go to the Police to try to rectify the previous days 6 
arrest. b7C 


4) 
This réport is the property of the Morals Divig  ARURURE He Roe + Washiiitengp.c.. 
rater ns eaten mayo ECUMAMLING. RRIGRR nteicamed, arse 
——PERVICES DIVISION, METROPOL!G2§ POLICE 
ee AT MENT WASHINGTON, Ds. 


a. 


" eee OF THE DISTRICT OF coma 
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTME’” ©. 
MORALS DIVISION FILE REPOh: 


P.D. 854A Rev. 4/74 
BRANCH 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION cone 
(Continuation) Feb. 9, 1987 Domestic Security 
FILE TITLE T. D. NUMBER 
ment of 
tated that he has no knowledge os 
He stated that the children were in good health, id have wie 
Ttes and were probably dirty. He has no knowledge of 
He stated that the Radio Shack modé re) 


left accidently by near a phone booth on the campus of the U. of 
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“A ‘ibe of the Finders has an- 
nounced the communal group is 
selling its Washington properties, 
which include two apartment build- 
ings and a warehouse, and moving 
to Tallahassee, Fla.,-where author- 


ities are holding two men linked to’ 


the group. 

The.men were arrested Feb. 4 
and charged with child abuse after 
they were found in a Florida park 


with six children, itn Tallahassee | 
police described as dirty, hungry 


and insect-bitten. 


Douglas E. Ammerman, 27, and . 


James Michael Howell, 23, remain 
in a Tallahassee jail in lieu of $10,- 


000 bond each. A judge has reduced , 


the bond for the misdemeanor 
charges from $100,000 for Ammer- 
man and from $101,000 for Hol- 
well. 


. One of the children remains in 
full custody of the Florida Depart- 
ment of Health and Rehabilitative 


Services, A judge ordered the agen-. 


cy to share custody of the five other 
children with four members of the 
group who say they are the chil- 
dren’s mothers, 

“We look for signs and symbols, 
and Florida’s sending us signs that 
they want us here,” R.. Gardner 
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Two members of the Finders organization, 
Doug Ammerman, left, and dames 

' Holwell, leave courthouse in Tallahassee, Fla, 

~ yesterday after their bond was reduced to 
$5,000. Tliey are charged with child abuse 

| after being arrested in the company of six 
unkempt children in a Tallahassee park. 


\ - 


ALL INSURMATION (UN TAINED 
REGEIN le UNL LASSIP LEU 


TE 05-06-2016 BY 2 = | 


b6 
b7C¢ 


Mothers 


Win | 
Custody of 3 


Older Children in Finders 
Case Remain in Fla. Care 


By Lawrence Feinberg 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


A Florida judge yesterday awarded full cus- 
tody of three children, found last month ina 
van in a Tallahassee park to their mothers, 
who are members of the Washington-based 
Finders commune; but ruled“that, three older 
children should remain under state supervi- 
sion, 

Only hours later, one of the Finders’ lead- 
ers released a statement saying the futurist 
group was dissolving, possibly as a result of 
the custody battle, ; 

Ruling after four days of testimony, Leon 
County Circuit. Judge Victor Cawthon re- 
jected a state motion that the three children, 
aged 2 and 3, should be declared “dependent” 
because they had been “abused, neglected, or 
abandoned” ‘by their parents, according to a 
lawyer for three of the women, 

Cawthon ruled that the three others, aged 
4 to 7, were dependent, primarily because 
their education was being neglected, but he 
allowed two of them to remain temporarily 
with their mothers in Tallahassee, 

The sixth child, whose mother has not 
Stayed in Tallahassee to seek his return, re- 
mains in foster care. Cawthon said he would 
make a final ruling on arrangements for the 
three dependent children at a hearing March 
23. 


The decisions, announced in a closed court 
session, were disclosed by Paula Walborsky, 
who represented three of the mothers at the 
hearing, and confirmed by Cawthon in a tele- 
phone interview, 

‘I'm absolutely delighted with the out- 
come,” Walborsky said. “The court found 
there was no abuse or abandonment. 

“Ultimately, the state only pressed the is- 
sue of neglect, that the Finders’ life style was 
inherently detrimental to the psychological 
See FINDERS, C2, Col. & 
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Fla. judge Sends 
2 Finders Children 
fo Foster Homes 


A Florida judge has declared 
two children of members of the 
Finders commune to be depen- 
dents of the state. Judge Victor 
Cawthon last week ordered two 
children who grew up in the 
Washington-based Finders. group 
placed in foster homes. 

_ The judge’s ruling was.the fi- 
nal act in the state’s attempt to 
sort through the affairs of the 
secretive group that found itself 
the subject of intense public scru- 
tiny in February, when police in 
Tallahassee received an anony- 
mous phone call about two well- 


children in a local park. © 
Within hours, police in Florida, 
. Virginia and the District, joined 
by the FBI and even Interpol, 
were on the case. Authorities 
raided the Finders’ homes, con- 
fiscated records and photo- 
graphs, and publicly speculated 
whether the group was involved 
in satanism, child abuse or por- 
nography. While none of the 
more lurid possibilities was con- 
firmed, the Finders proved to be 
an avowedly private and elusive 
group of about 20 people, many 
of whom had lived together since 
the late 1960s. 
Public interest in the Finders 
, quickly centered on their unusual 
child-rearing philosophy, in which 
youngsters were raised commu- 
nally and were left largely to 
their own devices. 

The two Finders in Florida 
with children of other group 
members were held in jail for six 
weeks, then released when a 
judge dismissed child abuse 
charges, In March, another judge 


their mothers, who had retained 
a Florida lawyer. 

But at the direction of Marion 
Pettie, the group's founder and 
intellectual leader, two mothers, 
Kristin Knauth and Pat Living- 
ston, refused to hire a lawyer, 
argue for the return of their chil- 
dren or even remain in Florida. 


dressed men and six disheveled . 


returned four of the children to. 
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James Madison University professor J. Barkley Rosser and his wife, 
Marina Vehershnaya, share a toast after heing married May 24 in an 
outdoor ceremony in Rockingham County, Va. The two met in the Soviet 
Union in 1984, fell in love, but were separated in August of that year 
after registering with the Sovict government to be married. This year 
Soviet officials allowed Vchershnaya to leave the U.S.S.R. 


They said Pettie told them that 
since the court had the best in- 
terests of the children in mind, 
they should not participate in the 
judicial process, according to 
Paula Walborsky, a Tallahassee 
lawyer who represented the oth- 
er Finders mothers. 

“Those children should have 
heen returned to their mothers, 
but they didn’t go through the 
system,” Walborsky said. “The 
state felt these mothers had 
abandoned their children when 
they returned to Washington. I 
saw them with their children, and 
I know all these women love their 
children.” 

Connie Ruggles, spokeswoman 
for the Florida Department of 
Health and Rehabilitative Ser- 
vices; confirmed that the two 
children, Ben Knauth, 4, and Max 
Livingston, 6, are in foster 
homes. She said their cases will 
be reviewed every six months. 
“The judge felt circumstances 


were not right to reunite them 
with their family,” Ruggles said. 

Cawthon had closed the hear- 
ing to the public, as is His option 
in Leon County. 

Walborsky said the — state 
presented no evidence that the 
children were abused or ne- 
glected, and the judge declared 
the children wards of the state 
for “educational reasons.” Rug- 
gles declined to comment on the 
hearing, 

George Wisnovsky of the Jack- 
sonville FBI office said the agen- 
cy “is no longer investigating the 
Finders.” 

The Finders, who announced 
the dissolution of their group in 
March, are still together and liv- 
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ing in California, according to | 


several people who were in con- 
tact with them in Florida. Nei- 
ther Walborsky nor Ruggles has 
spoken to group members in re- 
cent weeks. 
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By Douglas Stevenson 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


Two members of a Washington- 
based communal group known as 


- the Finders, arrested last month on 
child abuse charges in Florida, were | 


released from jail yesterday after 

the charges were dismissed. 
Douglas Edward Ammerman abs 

and James Michael Holwell, 23, 


‘were released after a Leon County 


Circuit Court hearing. A move for 
dismissal of the charges on the 
grounds of insufficient evidence had 


. been filed by their counsel, author- 
‘ ities said. 


Ammerman and Holwell were ar- 


‘rested Feb. 4 in Tallahassee after 


police there received an anonymous 
telephone call reporting that two 
“well-dressed men” were “supervis- 
ing” six disheveled and hungry chil- 


‘ dren in a local park, Tallahassee 


police said at the time. 
Each man was charged with one 
count of misdemeanor child abuse, 


- and the children, ages 2 to 7, whose 


arrest. He said police testimony 
indicated that Holwell “just seemed 
to have fainted” at the time of the 
arrest and that there was no way of 
telling if Holwell had faked the 
‘fainting spell. 

Because Holwell showed “no ac- 
tive resistance,” the prosecution 
could not press the charge, Ford- 
ham said. 

Last week Leon County Circuit 
Court fudge Victor Cawthon 
awarded custody of three of the 
‘youngest children to the mothers. 
Two of the other children were de- 
clared dependent but were allowed 
to remain with their mothers in Tal- 
lahassee, and another child, whose 
mother was not present for the cus- 
tody hearing; remains in foster 


care, —_- 
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mothers were members of the Find- 


ers, were examined for signs of 


abuse and remanded to the custody 
of the state of Florida. Holwell was 
also charged with resisting arrest 
without violence, 

The investigation involved D.C. 
police, .who raided a Northeast 
warehouse owned by the Finders, 
as_well as Virginia and federal au- 
thorities. Initially, there were wide-. 
spread reports of possible involve- 
ment by group members in child 
pornography and satanic rituals. 
Authorities later said that these 
reports were unfounded and were 
attributable in part to confusion 
over the group members’ unusual 
life style. Members said recently 
the Finders are disbanding. 

Michael. Minerva, the assistant 
public defender who represented 
Ammerman and Holwell, said he 
made the motion to dismiss the case 
“on the grounds that there was not 
sufficient evidence” to try it, Judge 
George Reynolds agreed. 
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THE COMMANDING OFFF°F® INVESTIGATIVE 
SERVICES DIVISION ook | BUPOLITAN POLICE 
C&PANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D.C. 


METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT 


ALL TMNSURMATION (ON TAINED 
Washington , D.C. HEPEIN [a UNL UASSIEIED 


DATE O2-26-2014 BY a f | 


February 13, 1987 b6 


TO: Director mtd tarp D4 2p 


Intelligence Division 


THRU: Supervising Sergeant 7 
Intelligence Bivtston hyp yh. F07 


SUBJECT: Result ofthe Investigation and Interviews 
Conducted in Tallahassee, Florida, in 
Connection with the FINDERS Organization 


This report will be a compilation of information learned 
while your investigator was in Tallahassee, Florida, during the 
week of February 8, 1987. The information contained herein was 
obtained from members of the City of Tallahassee (Florida) Police 
Department (TPD), the Tallahassee Resident Agency of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and two of the six children 
currently in the custody of the State of Florida Health and 
Rehabilitation System (HRS). In order to avoid unnecessary 
duplication items of information already reported by other 
members of the Metropolitan Police Department (by way of P.D. 
854) will not be repeated here. 


This report will be divided into the following categories: 


Overview of Investigation, Synopsis of Travel, Investigation, and 
Attachments. — 


OVERVIEW OF INVESTIGATION 

The information obtained fron[_______ana the b3 
authorities in Tallahassee, Florida, reflecte he following b6 
positions: bic 


.S) 


THIS DOCUMENT SHALL NOT BE fisst Minas 
GR REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE PERMISS'OH OF 
THE COMMANDING OFFICE? INVESTIGATIVE 
SERVICES DIVISIGN, wis HSOPOLIGAN PACE 
DEPAR MENT, WASHINGTON, DS 


SYNOPSIS OF TRAVEL 


During the evening of Saturday, February 7, 1987, your 
investigator was directed to report to the Baltimore-Washington 
International Airport for the purpose of flying to Tallahassee, 
Florida. This was done and your investigator embarked ‘upon four 
days of fact-finding and interviews within the State of Florida. 


b3 
b6 
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On the morning of Thursday, February 13, 1987, the 
preliminary investigation was concluded and your investigator 
spent the balance of the day returning to Washington, D.C. 


INVESTIGATION 
Methodology 


The interviews conducted by ya 
to minimize an otential trauma to 


b3 
First Interview witht | b6 


b7C 
About 1800 j 87, 
estigato 


City of Tallahassee Police Department (telephone 
to a shelter home. Interviewed at this home in 


e Inv. of HRS, was 


resence o 


last 
names of 
white female. 
Your investigator was introduced as from Washington. 
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ATTACHMENTS 


Attached to and submitted with this report are copies of the 
reports prepared by officers and investigators with the 
Tallahassee Police Department. These attachments are as follows: 


Attachment 1: Copy of a five page THP Offense Reporting form 
dated 2-4-87 and prepared by officer| SY 
Attachment 2: Copy of a two page Supplement to THP Offense 


Reporting form dated 2-4-87 and prepared by Officer 
foo b6 


b7C 
Attachment 3: Copy of “a Complaint/Arrest Affidavit for JOHN DOE 
dated 2-4-87 and prepared by Officer 


Attachment_4: Co of a three page Complaint/Arrest Affidavit 
fact pated 2-4-87 and prepared by Officer 


Attachment 5: Copy of a two page Supplement to THP Offense 


cocoaS Form dated 2-4-87 and prepared by Officer 


Attachment 6: Copy of a seven page Supplement to THP Offense 
aaa ie Form dated 2-9-87 and prepared by Investigator 


Attachment 7: Copy of a four page Supplement_to THP Offense 
Reporting Form prepared by Investigator[ sion 
2-9-87 

Attachment 8: Copy of a six page Supplement_to THP Offense 
Reporting Form prepared by Investigator 
on 2-10-87 

Attachment 9: Copy of hand-written letter on "GUNG-HO TRADERS" 
stationary signed by enital-graphic . b6 
computer-generated letter to an envelope b7c 
addressed to in 


Gainsville, Florida 


Attachment 10: A six page computer-generated dot-matrix report 
dated 2-8-87 and prepared by Investigator[ | 
(with map) 

Attachment 11: A two page computer-generated dot-matrix report 
dated 2-9-87 and prepared by Investigator aan 
(with descriptors for the six children) 


Attachment 12: A two page computer-generated dot-m ix 37 
dated 2-11-87 and prepared by Investigator 


Attachment 13: Copy of a news released from THP dated 2-11-87 
which pledges cooperation between THP and MPD 


Attachment 14: Copy of the "Ballad of Ballads" 


Attachment 15: A two page listing of names, addresses, and 
telephone numbers, several of which go to CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 
ENGLAND, the PHILLIPPINES, and the PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


etective 
Criminal Personality Profiler 
Criminal Investigations Division 
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on bah _ HP RET MENT, 
What were their names and what were their games? : 
Whe are these furmy persons whe play the game af games? 
Semetimes they act like nice guys ar dragenms raising hell, 
But before it flips they change the game; that's why it works sa well. 


REQUUMENT SHALL NOT BE SISSEM, 
Bert aS) 


When I first met the players, they lived in a furiky house. 

They had rats down in the basement and carpets full af lause. 

Ir, the living roca the nymphs danced; in the basement they smeked peat 
They had one thing irr cesamen: they needed td learn a let. 


Same went ta the ceauntry and scme went tea Georgetawr. 

They scattered tea the winds; they couldn’ t stand ta hang around. 
Same went acress the river ard got inta real estate; 

They started making money arid theught that it was great. 


The ones cut in the ceuntry they smoked a lat oF pot. 
Their game was petting colder. but they theu ht that it was het. — 
The other ene who went there maved ir can ° 


He warked all day and fucked all night and thought that it was swell. 


The one whe went ta Geargetcawrn was werking for the temps; 

She had a big apartment arid paid a let of rent. 

Her quests weren't very helpful which made it kind of raugh, . 
But she turned it inte learning and that?s how she get taugh. 


The boys’ acrass the river, they had the best af trips. ; 

Tsay had Tive men working with them making first rate puopy whips, 
But bey were they surprised wher their game begar tea Flip; 
Trey teak and cic arts ticket and ther they last their zip. 

The caugh ane down ir Georgetown, she maved ta Glover Park. 

She get tapgether with her friends ta make the new age ark. 

They bought themselves same buildings and filled them up with foals. 


Ther the foals became the teachers in a taopsy-turvy schacl. 


The woman im the ccauntry get tired of all the noise; : 

She wished that they would stay away, except for her twa bays 
Sc she oot a hause with Ffourteer rocms; the furmies stayed away, 
But she wonders what is coming next dewr ba this very day. 


The players get a warehouse ever in nigger town 
Right next ta the pool hally ne one would come around 
Sa they made it greer and glebal and inverted games tea play. 


Naw their friends sigr up twe months ahead ta use it far one day- 


Tney woke up cone fine morning and five had disappeared. 

They were gone ta Permsylvania or sa it did appear. 

Faur mere they say Were wished aways rich everyone’ S perplesed. 
They dart kricw what te wish feor’or what is coming rext.- 


The disappearing players shawed up am the West Caast ; 
They started in te playing all the games that they liked Mast e: 
They built themselves a magnet and started toa attract. , 


Pretty scam a lat of persens came te get inte their act. 


a daz err persens eaeheHed ir, the middle af - SKE 
They leaded up and disappeared before the ETE PISNT p WASHINGHONG D.C. 
Just like a tribe.af nomads they drave acrass the land. 

They ga ta where-the probléms are ‘cause they're the back up band. 


They slipped intea their playhouse and quietly began 

To make another model accarding ta their plan. 

The ward leaked aut that they were back; they apened a Hank Bank 
Arid all their ald carmections came ta get a lat af _ 


They went ta San Diega where Shey met anather facal 

And ther: om ta Hawaii where they cpened up a school 

The gifts and games abounded; the dramas all unfurled 

As they went on ta earn and learn their way arcund the world. 


The returnirig treaps were greeted by a fat Won and a Jew: 
Sa they wintered in Miami where he shawed them what he knew. 


_The PhH.D., she fell in lave with a Sufi businessman. 


He theught she was magnetic and he beught her a used vari. 


[_Jtcok the Rabbi fer a walk arcund the black . 


Arid they started up ancether heause for the Jewish oaorthadex. 
Ro man from Oxford gained the crew Ss a ea the tone; 
z 


They tack a eas ta EREvone arid carnsume Ss student lcaarn. Be 


The cabin cr the iemees ice was, the newest scheals of schoals Bie 
With. twa mean kids Fram Arlington and other assorted fools. 

The Sufi and tHe CPA invested in the town 

Then the¢Gufi went ta Panama and irnvite CUNT So 


ay . 
In, the midst of all the folly, the tough ane led a team 
That kept the Student's ship afloat ‘til she ran cut af steam 
But before she left she asked -him ta elevate the game 
Se he started callirig prayer meetings and everybody came. 


left, and tried ta sink the ship. 
The parents and the cult watchers theught that was very hip. 
But they ran inte a. buzz saw of the wit and humor kind.. 
The fat man gat his ring back, Fut he lest his piece cf mind. 


They players all get married and began a hive af bees 

With the kids cut in the country and the adults an their knees. 
A crew went aut ta China and came back ta start HQ; 

They learned ta Follow orders and they selved scme preblems tac. 


The great didact departed for the schocl up in, the sky, 


But first she signed same paper:_fer recerding on the sly. ae 

The beys get legalistic, wother[ uss distressed, 
: : 7 ‘ b7C¢ 

When in an act of curtesy their md was repossessed. : ; 


What were their names and what were their games? 

Whe are these furmy persons whe play the game of games? 

Sametimes they act like nice guys ar dragcns raising heli, 

But befere it flips they charge the game; that’s why it Bens sa well. 


Tallahassee Police Department 
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The following is a.prepared statement released by Scott Hunt spokesman 
for the Tallahassee Police Department: 


"There are no new developments in the case of the six missing children, 
nor do we anticipate any major developments in the near future. If 
and when such developments occur, details will be released by the proper 
authorities. 


In response to news media reports which suggested possible differences 
of opinion betwéen the Tallahassee Police Department and the Washington, 
.D. C. authorities, the Tallahassee Police Department will hot comment ----- - 
on information supplied by “unnamed sources". This afternoon, Tallahassee 
Police Department Deputy Chief William Scott spoke with Washington Chief 
of Police Maurice Turner and confirmed that ‘no’ problems exist between 
the two agencies and ‘that we continue: to enjoy a good working relationship 
with our counterparts in Washington, “D. C. The Tallahassee Police 
Department will not compromise the integrity of this good working 
relationship by giving credibility to unnamed sources. 2 


It is important to remember that the investigation of the Finders 
organization was outside the jurisdiction of the Tallahassee Police 
Department. Our investigation continues to focus on Child ‘Abuse charges 
against the two -‘suspects--in custody. These cases have been bound over 
to the State Attorney's Office and we will be cooperating with them 
to ensure successful prosecution. 


Until -there are further developments in the case, the Tallahassee 
Police Department will have no further public comment to make regarding 
this matter." : 
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IN ue The commune became an attraction for local residents. 
ho would drive to the area to observe people living in plastic tents 


and conducting their activities in the nude. As the hippie move- 
ment diminished, Ragged Mountain Ranch also fell into obscurity. 
However, it came to the attention of the Virginia State b6 
Police, Bureau of Criminal Investigation-Arson Unit (VSP/BCI), b7¢c 
in 1980, following a fire which destroyed a residence and barn 

on the Ragged Mo j emises. This property had 

been occupied by who alleged they had 

been associates of subject until a break in their 


relationship. They moved from Northern Virginia to Ragged 
Mountain Ranch where they They 
alleged i them out fLolilowing an argument over 


a division of reali estate. oe ee an extensive 


claim. The fire 


investigation without verifying the 
remains in an unknown origin status. 


approximately gton, D.C. m 24 
presided over by The meeting was billed as a discussion b7C 
of various religions and_philosophies. It was attended by *b7D 
individuals described byL__Jas brilliant society drop-outs, who 
were probably former hippies.| _Jsaid he was introduced to 
i -s organyzation, which he described as a cult, : 
He said he jéined, not knowing all the activities an 
philosophies of the cult. 


a he came to learn that the cult was merely 

a front for who converted the_members' money to his own 
use. aid he has given Finders however, all he 
wants to do now is to get out of the orga ion and does net 
care how the money : 
money to purchase 
he does not believe the cult to use drugs, but they advocate 


free love and improvement of society. 


ae 


b6 
b7C 
b7D | 


and uses telephone numbers Te has 
a number of bank accounts to hide the funds obtained from the 
Iso utilized a warehouse, located at 
This location is a 

as a food distribution 


used | 


@€ \Organization 
point for the edy. 
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, T 


is currently 
FERE Fevers: will not tolerate anyone leaving the cult 


weels his experience to date with respect to the harassing letters 
and threats have all been related to his attempt to leave the cult. 
also uses group members as enforcers to apply physical 


pressure as well _ as psychological pressure. He identified these b7C 
individuals as b7D 


is repute 
Both individuals are violence prone 
harassment campaign utilizes letters to apply ps 


i 4 ychological 
ressure and these are followed up by personal visits ae 
believes both of these individuals also perpetrate 


the arsons ordered by A a ee 
related an incident occurring in, January, 1983, 

which involved cult member Barbara Sylvester Mateja, who attempted 

t e the group. She was physically restrained in 


residence. Mateja subsequently became ill and required Sm 
medical setent tome lneeused to allow her to obtain this ap 
attention and she died on the premises{__|said he does not \ 
believe that there was any police investigation of the death. \ 


came to Culpeper, Va., ink] 
and leased an office on This space was to 


be used for a business to be known as Finders, a consultant 
service available to the community, which would match clients and 


services_and provided information and assistance in_any matter. [In 
| urchased a residence located at 


which was used byL___lto temporarily house Pe, 
a 
b7D 
erent OCOCOCOCOCOCCCC~*Y 
| rtrti“(‘“iésOSCSCCfLOOUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU YY Rowever, continues to harass 
him for more money. 
[_]saia Sherwood travelled to Panama in 1981 with 
unrecalled members of the cult. The purpose of the travel was 
to contact representatives of the off-shore banking community to set 
up a newsletter/communication service for that industry said bé 
he does not think the venture was successful. In this regard, it b7c 
is noted Sherwood, or some other member of the cult, initiated a b7D 


Freedom of Information inquiry through FBIHQ following the trip. A 
copy of a page of a WFO teletype to FBIHQ, dated 1/7/82 (WFOFile L96C- 


386), believed obtained by Sherwood as a result of this inquiry, 
was mailed by her to S rpepervecy verre! ihe onveieb 
Resident Agent, to his Culpeper, Va., residence. The envelope bore 
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FINDERS; : 
FINDERS TRANSNATIONAL; 
RAGGED MOUNTAIN RESEARCH CENTER; 


TT 


EXTORTION 
(OO: AX) 


Re AXairtel, dated 7/8/83. 


; For the information of Alexandria, records of 
Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) , Washington, D.C. reveal 
Barbara Sylvester Mateja died on January 23, 1982, ae 

MPD Homicide Branch conducte 
no investigation after eing advised by occupants at that 
address that Mateja refused medical assistance for religious 


reasons. 

Information in referenced teletype was provided 
to petectivef ___—id Investigative Services Division, 
MPD. . : 

Inasmuch as no investigation 43 outstanding, 
WFO is placing this case in RUC status. ms 
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: @ “BATE O2-12-2014 BY ae 


Re Alexandria airtel dated 5/12/83, to Bureau. No copy 
to Richmond. 


Enclosed for the Richmond Division are one copy each of 


referenced airtel and a self-explanatory LHM pertaining to captioned 
natter. . ‘ H 


For fur inf i i ‘| _is a white male, 
born ea Re GEEEES ippie-style commune 
known as Ragged Mountain-Ranch at Nethers, Va., during the late 
iL960's This locatiomw initially drew the interest of local police 


authorities and military Si i aac agencies” due to the subject's 


A number of surveillances were 
jointly by Virginia State Police and the military 
intelligence agencies, however, no arrest, were made. 
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| her return address and name. It _is believed that_Sherwood 

| wiled the tele py , following isclosure 

S her that and reporting harassment 

Ny US Postal authorities and the FBI. b6 | 
; . b7c 

said a series of letters were sent and continue - b7D 


to be received by his associates and friends since 


All of the letters have impugned his reputation, intimated 
he was deceased or subtly threatened him with death. It is 
belief that all of the letters were authored by 


Additionally, immediately after 
a small fire broke out in the residence owned by 


eee erent Re RE A EN 


Arson investigators were unable _to determine b6 
the origin of the fire and have. closed their case [_ jis certain b7c 
bg — 


.the fire is related te-liis conflict witl b7D 


| —ssifidentified the following individuaks_as current 
members of Finders: : 
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is currently residin 1 ae attempting?® 
to avoid further contact with S noted in retcerenced uirtel, . 


AUSA, EDVA, Alexandria, Va., will not consider prosecution. BO 
Accordingly, Alexandria is conducting no further investigation, but | 
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furnishes the above background information to those divisions 

hich may receive complaints arising from this matter, specifically bé 
ndividuals acquainted wit who are the recipients of alleged  b7c 
contacts. "  biD 
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DIVISION 


Intelligence Div. 


BRANCH 


Domestic Security 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 


FILE TITLE i, D. NO. ARREST NO, 
" Finders " 
GOMPLAINT NO, CASE NO. 
a ae 
ACTIV REQUESTED ACTION OTHER OFFICERS CROSS RELATED FILES 

Ee pedis ee ols O COMPERLED — b6 
CJ From: [] oTHER Oo ee 
Bx E.C. Obenhein C 
uNIT Intelligence Div. oO 

2~1 2-87 CO 
DATE oO 


or the purpose of determining any 
knowledge she may have regarding sexual abuse or physical abuse of the children involved 

with members or associates of an organization identified as the Finders. 

is a member of the group. The predication for the interview is arrests of two members 

of the group recently in Florida who were charged with child abuse involving two children b6é 
who were in their custody. Additionally the purpose was to determine if any abuse or bic 
child neglect occurred in the District of Columbia. . 


[was interviewed at the office of the FBI along with sls 


[_Jadvisea she joined the group in[ Jana described the group as an "experimental 
community'! devoted to differing lifestyles alternatives. When asked as to who the parents 
are of the children taken into custody in Florida she provided the ‘following information: 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION ne BreANee 
(Continuation) 2-12-87 Domestic Security 


FILE TITLE 5 I. D. NUMBER 
Finders 


[___]restenated that] in ariven te 
Kentuckey to set up a retiremant village called New Hope. The kids were going to 


be placed in a Montessori school. The the retirement village was still in the planning 


stages the group of children and the 2 adults left for "an adventure" in Florida. 


Other members of the Finders joined the group and she identified them as: 


advised she has known all of these people for a minimum ; a trusts all 
1 


of them. She did not believe any of them would be involved in c BDUSC « 


She advised that various members of the group participated in group sex but that 


they were careful that the children were not around when it occurred. Most of the time 


she said the children were in bed when it occurred. She said she has a bedroom 
listening device commonly put in infants rooms to monitor them from another room. 


She advised the mothers were going to Tallahasse, Florida that afternoon (2-11-87) 
in an attempt to see their children. She stated she felt the children were 
generally well taken care of and that all of the mothers loved and were concerned 
for the welfare of the children. 


[_jadvised she i who_ works at[ 


in Arlington, Va. 


[was urged to talk among the members of the group and attempt to identify the 
perpetrator of the sexual abuse on She was provided 


with the above investigators' names and phone numbers if she had additional information. 
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petective waa attempt to reintervieq _ at a later date ‘concerning this 
investigation. 
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This interview took place Sunday February 8,1987 at approximatley 12:30 
P.M. Myself and DeT.[ were present. 


ave us a narrative account reagardin 
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On 2/5/87 contact was made with, | ehtetiis® who has done extensive work 
with the Metropolitan Police Dept. ERT Unit. The writer requested that 
review the inside rooms of the Warehouse location of the finders on 2/6/87, to whic 
she agreed. bé 
b7c 
On 2/6/87 at approximately 12 noon| _—_—_—i|reviewed the rooms inside of the 
Warehouse and advised that she would need several days to think about what she 
observed. 
On 2/11/87, the writer contacted sit the Crisis Intervention center| __ 
[advised the following..... she felt that the warehouse represented a 
Circle Within a Circle, (the library area and living arrangements on the first level 
were the outer circle for outsiders to view, which on the surface would appear 
worldly and friendly). The inner circle revealed what the group was about for the 
insiders, members, in which they would exhibit their actual lifestyle. ne 
b7c 
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leaving all the rest of the members as followers. stated that the leader 
of the group was not a mentally ill person. She fre av it anything he was a 
Brillant individual, who shows anti-social behavior. She further felt that he 
elevated the woman to a domineering role, in order to keep any male follower from 
possibly seizing control. She stated that the leader was exceptional in keeping the 
group together and engineering enough change from time to time to keep the followers 
interest. 


advised that the leader of the group was possibly assisted | two other individuais, 


will be provided copies of excerpts of writings of the finders in order to 
help us establish a better understanding of the group. 
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In closing| __———_—ibtatea that: he felt the only difference between the group ag 
is the alternate life style they choose. 


It is the opinion of the writer thatho sti have b3 


contact with the Finders and that is the possible defense against, namely, that the b6 
children were in the care of Social Services in the past, when they were criminally b7c 
assaulted. A check_with Det Youth Services revealed that on at 

least one occasion, the children in question, were in the care of 


Social Services in DU. 
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b6 
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She is 

she describes him as a peripheral member of the group. The 

lady is very matter of fact, and she says that she has no problem with 

the people [a ae aae Her feelings axe 

that the group of which she is a member is somewhat unorthodox, but 

certainly not child abusers or child molesters. She states that she has 

never seen or been told of any type of sexual peSIVELY between the adults 

of the group, and the children. 
b3 
b6 
b7c 


The lady feels that all of this is an attempt to harrass the grou because 
of the way that they ee a subpoena a 


witnessed by SPECIAL AGENT of the F.B.I.. 


-OFFICHAL-USE-ONEY pam 25 
DBOF§ 4 787 ~O4 PAGE OF PAGES 
HA 
E ny “began det 
wht This report is the property of the t {is LOOUMEN ae MI NOE, BE Dépar nine: ‘Wabhington, D.C. 
Neither it nor its ot the Hee Seas Fhe ates theticency to whichihcifed, 


THE COMMANDING OFSGER, NY iA TIVE 
ae a, (HETROPDLITIN POLICE 
i SMeENT, Wik es WagNerow, be 


® ve . ans so : 
“ @ ' BATE 02-12-2014 By ADs 
* Ps GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF cow, — 


~ ALL INECRMATION OL NTALD 
HEREIN IS UN LASSI U 


METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT 


P.D. 854 Rev. 7/76 INVESTIGATIVE FILE REPORT 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 


Se sees? 


[active 
ACTION 
FROM: 


BY 


DIVISION 


AUD 


ee rs 


ARREST NO. 


COMPLAINT NO, CASE NO, ~ 


So Wy ie 


? 


[J cLoseo [] REQUESTED ACTION OTHER OFFICERS 
REQUESTED Fy port ea 


UNreLli gence 
DATE ; 
4a ty fon 
a LU teh ol ees 
REPORTOREY So Oe re as TE py ee ee ke AY Pg 


DISTRIBUTION 


THIS DOCUMENT SHALL NOT BE RiSSHAAINA TED 
CR REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE eased 
<4k COMMANDING OFFICER, INY..c NGA 


cRVISES 


yOpRe Poy 


82-4807 - 


On October 22, 1991, 


igqned received a telephone 
notification from Officer 


5th District Uniform, 
midnight section, home telephone number (PROTECT) 
advised that he and two footman, Officers 
have observed activity which b6 
they believe is suspicious in nature. “ bic 


The officers have observed numerous well dressed males, who 
operate rental cars 


nd_expensive luxury type models, enter the 
building located at| Jat late and early 
morning hours. The subjects and their vehicles do not "eit" the 


area in which this building is located, namely the market area of 
N.E. 


On at least one occasion, the officers have observed adult 
males with a young male child enter the building. This occurred 
after the midnight section had reported for duty on’ the street. 


On another occasion, Officer ___| stopped a van after it 
was observed leaving the building in the early morning hours. 


The van displayed tags which w isted to a van. The 
operator identified himself as He 
told Officer 


that he did research "stuff". He also stated 


that he baby sat children for diplomats. Officer dvised aes 
the undersigned that the building and the neighborhood is not \D 
fit for baby sitting activity, especially after_midnight. The 4\ 
subject's story was very suspicious to officer[| | \" 
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BRANCH 
FILE TITLE 


b7Cc 
officer[ _] advised that to the best of his recollection, 

this building_i 

approximately 


same building which was raided by the police 
years ago for some type of child 
pornography. 
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pate §=02/17/87 | 


REPORT RE: 


INTERVIEW/ 


Responded to the residence of the above listed couple, ‘to interview them 
regarding any contact they have had the past several years with the FINDERS. 


Myself, of the 
FEDERAL BUREAU of INVESTIGATION, responded to the address listed above. 

We interviewed the couple, and learned that they’ had only met several of 
the group, and i having 
picnics for the b3 


b6 

They recall that in 1985 they recieved a call from a DIANE SHERWOOD, shey 7c 

requested information regarding the schooling practices “Of their group. 
d 


She was advised to come to one of the meetings peak first nens[ 


These people mingled with the other folks, and asked questions relating 
to home education, and associated problems and benefits. 
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The next contact with any members of the group occurred onf sd 
This was another impromptu gathering, that was a 


two_ women, one man, and two small chi 
Pee women were 
@ identity o e man was unknown. He was eight, 
dark complexion, with black curly hair. W/M, slim. b3 


b6 
There was ing, attended ee eens ae a8 
along with who looked somewhat disheveled ? and another child, : 


who was unknown to the couple. 


During the three meetings, all informal, the couple stated that they 
found nothing unusual about the women, and the children seemed to be 
in good health, and properly dressed. 


They went on to say that they have had no other contact with these people 
Since, and never heard any further from them. 


The interview took place in the home of the couple, and they appeared 
to be very forthright, and accomodating, in assisting us. They are 
approved by the local county to home school their own children, and 
assist in the home schooling of other children. 


They were advised to give us a call, if anything came up that they may 
have overlooked during our interview. 


This interview took place on Saturday, February 7,1987. 


THIS DOCUMENT SHALL NOT BE P°"S2NGNATLD 
GR REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE Pf! -ISSICN GF 
THE COMMANDING OFFICER, INVSTISATIVE 
SERVICES DIVISION, METROPOLITAN POLICE 
GE) TVENT, WASHINGTON, 8.6. 


OBIVS 7 - OL ~OFFIEIRE-USE-ONEY ay ers 


‘ This report is the property of the Morals Division, Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, D.C.. 
™ yy Neither it nor its contents may be disseminated outside the agency to which loaned. 
” 


| ee 


~ 


SLL INFORMAT JON CONTALBEDL 
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA nL ASSTFIED 


Re & METROPOLITAN POLICE pec HAPE Go-12-2014 By ang] _—_—id 
F-01854 Rev. 7/76 _ INVESTIGATIVE FILE REPORT 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 


FILE TITLE 


FINDERS . 


TSOMPLAINT No. —~—”—C””CC V CASENODS”—~*~“‘C’SCNNNSC(‘##UCCW 
. 226. 
: REQU TION | OTHER OFFICERS CROSS RELATED FILES - 
BASTION Be ead : COMPLETED eee TT an 
| in = ; 
unit TNTELLIGENCE DIVISION oO - 
pare 02/17/87 = 


| 


REPORT RE: 


INTERVIEW/ 


Myself and DET: |. lwesponded to the above address on Sunday, 02/08/87 
j view the above named couple. They had apparently contacted DET. 


and had a a_wish to speak with the authorities regarding 


this matter, since claimed to have been associated with the 
FINDERS, for at least the last b6 


; b7C 
appeared to be a well spoken, articulate individual, who discussed 


is relationship_at length regarding the FINDERS. He spoke for some time, 
explaining 1) eae a had been involved 
with assisting e homeless, and group [Tiving Tor a east fifteen years. 
He told us that it was his feelings that these people were a commune type 
group, with a very hard working type of work ethic ! He went on to say that 
they have in the past shown that they are willing to work at any project 


for the benefit of the group, and that he has seen them take payment 
ranging from cash, to potatoes, for their’toil. 


He feels that they do have a somewhat bizarre lifes ey tend to 
play games upon themselves as well as on others. He both 
felt that they were not in any way involved in child abuse, and devil oe 


worship. 
b7C 


They gave us background regardin and the fact that 
they have not gotten along since Wa cand 
that ived in Washington, an a e cou e reached at, i 
"1G 
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says that some of the families game playing is to send letters 
of a harrassing nature to certain people ? He says that they have’in 


the past also sent these letters to employers of these people ? 6 


The lifestyle that[_____— depicts is such that these games are what bie 


the FINDERS are all about, if you believe him. He says that there is 
no time limit to them, and that money is no object. He went on to 
describe some of these, such as sending two of the group to Hawaii to 
fend for themselves with no money, or return tickets. They were to 
obtain hkodging, and earn enough money to come back to Washington 

on there own. 


He went on to say that theirg¢ expertige in computers has occurred over 
the last four or five years, and that they are not as sophisticated 
in this field as we believe. 


Information is their game, they are great gatherers of information, and 
it iS apparent that the computers will enable them to store more of this 
information at a much faster rate, 


| Him andL____———sdT both feel that the child raising techniques are not 
what they themselves would consider proper, but they feel that these 
people would not due anything to harm their children ? They had the 
kids at home, with mid-wives etc. 


They work to obtain funds to operate, they don't like long term employ- 
ment, and they handle a vast array of jobs. 

b6 
He repeats that the behavior of the group is bizarre, but doesn't feel b7¢e 
that they would injure the children in any way ? I asked about their 
| mental health, and he stated that it was a judgement call in regard to 
| that.?? 


They told us that they were available at any time to assist with any 


informatio a it had been their experience over 
that this group was bizarre, even 
o other groups due to their refusal to offer any explanation for their 


lifestyle? He says that they are like the F.B.I. in that they obtain 
information without disseminating any. 


I asked about the type of work that they would do, and he replied that 

nothing was beyond them. He said that some of them have worked for very 
powerful individuals over the years, and that they have also been known 
to clean walks and do gardening for just the food. 
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Interviews 


On February 12,1987 Detective 
Division interviewed 


Telephone number stated that she was 
with the Finders 


amiliar 
introduced to them S| 

af stated that she first went 
to were she met 
She was given a room by the Finders and during the night she was 
summoned to the attic by one of the female members of the cult for 

ses of engaging*in sex with On another instance 
Stated that she spent the night at the : 
tching sexual intercourse bet 
and male members of 
she Droke away from the cult in 
cult members didn't like child 


ence 


b6 
b7C 


who alledged 
out. 


not give up 
stated that one week 


ed_a call from 
he wou 
efore the fire at 


Finder's grou 
Virginia, again warning nei give ile ee 
| ss Istated that was burned down in 


| sop Stated FRaAF] df aiso overheard conversation's 
De fsen| Se —“(iwssts~*~*~—~—C—C—C—s—C—C—CSCSCSCSCSCS SCS ing arson's they perpetrated 


| SSSSS—Cdproperty in Virginia to collect ins 


urance money for 
also stated that she was told fas (eee en 


renive aba lyvester(sp) from receivi or a ruptured 
appendix:and subsequently she died at the of complic- 
ations. tastly,[ | stated that she cou identify other members 
of the cult and would testify if neede L: Pi iviti 
The id ifi : 


Interview - 
on pepe 287 Detectivel Lintervieved[ do 

who stated that she Be 
irst met the Finders in| —i—i—tsts—~—~—~—~—C—C—C—CCCC#d:«SShee: Sttate§ y 


b7C 
that she was introduced tol dat thet 
ft Pp 
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Finders(Running Resume) 
Interviews continued: 
aly L friehd who had known the Finders for 
severa ears. stated that she had a_bad feelings 
Spouel because @ asked questions abou insurance P86 
olicy and had women serving him like a "Lord". ne 
[ |stated that she never returned to thef ~~? 
Interview 
On February 12,1987 Detective interviewed 
ment of A yiture Telephone number 
worked fo he agen as a free 


didn't feel this information critical. 
Detective placed a call to the Inspector General's Office 
of Agriculture to advise them of what had transpired and of a 
potential security breach. 


baat 2 


Interview 


On February 12,1987 Detective[ __] intervi 
of San Francisco California, Telephone number 
Inspector had ‘spoke wear lon 2/11/87 and 
was versed in a cult calling themselves the Rainbow Nation that 

uses children in thier practices[___] stated that he believed 
that the Finders are loos ociated with this organization 


and supplied the names of 


b6 
b7C 


stated he would send Detective 
a copy of this catalog listing cult members to see if it 
is related to the Finders. 


Interview 


On February 12,1987 Detective[____| spoke with Detective 
[Cid cof the Los Angeles Police Department who related that 
W/M had a criminal history in 


California ID numberi 


of | iy 
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FILE TITLE ~ . 1. D,. NUMBER 
Finders (Running Resume) 


a itiona lographical information . 


a 1 
to confirm the identity of the sep ect | __|aevi ed 
he would supply that information when it Decomes availiable 


Interview 


TOO b3 


On February 12,1987 Detective interviewed] —— —s—s—sidz 
anne Telephone number[ 
athe has Deen coumseling] ss COC~CSsSSOSOCOSCSC~*r 
Ea parents of[ ————S~—CS— SSC Cred that) —szs| 
ave recieved nude photographs eff 
and received letters describing sexual acts pertormed by 
with variou the cult:|  —sdW stated that 
to convince to th and assist the police in_..this 
matter but state Believe they can extricate 
from the cult, which peli is fruitless. 
stated he will again try to have co ard to assist 
this instant investigation and he wi Sr ae to his 
progress. 
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[] active [] ctosep [] REQUESTED ACTION OTHER OFFICERS Sra RELATED FILES 
ACTION REQUESTED COMEEETED ol 

C1 From: [] OTHER 
BY 

beet] z 
UNIT MAT oO 

2-6-87 
DATE oO 
REPORT REx 


The attached reports (2) were furnished by, —————_—iand 
contain background information on Finders Organization and it’s 


members, ie ‘e 

On 2-6-87 the undersigned contacted the D.C Bureau of Vital b6 
Statistics in conjunction with the reference made in the attached b7C 
reports, to the death of Barbara Sylvester MATEJA, of that b7D 
office report can find no record for MATEJAs’* dea on the 
date reported. as also funished the names of 5 of the 


children form the Florida incident along with their dates of birth 
in an attempt to determine if they were born in WDC, and who their 
parents may be. Results will be reported when they are received. 
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BY 
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REPORT RE: 


DATE 


: O 
UN O] 
C] 
(J 


Telephone interview of 
On 2/9/87 during the course of ene interviews with 


ae was ascer 
currently living in Since it appeared that 


had left the group and effort was made to contact her for an interview to 


determine whether she might have information. b6 


b7Cc 
On 2/9/87 a call was placed to 


advised that she was the babysitter and that both were not a 
home. A message was left for either of them to contact the Intelligence Division. 


On 2/10/87 another call _was placed to who 
identified herself as advise av both parties were not at home. 


She was advised of the nature of the call and she stated that she would relay the 
message. 


On 2/10/87,[ ___——_—ieontacted the Intelligence Division and advised the b7c 
following. He stated that he was a ‘ 

and was quite aware of the group finders. He stated that = 
een a member of the group for approximatelyL____]and that shé-~ 

i When she came home, she was 

stated that the reason she 

may leave the group, (60-40% to leave), was due to the fact that the women had_less 

rights than the men and that also she was concerned what would happen_to th 

are while she was in the group). 

he has spent weekends with the group 


approximately[——__eac year. 


When asked questions —— the possible sexual abuse of two of the children{ | 


advised that indicated that occurred while they were under the ae 

eare of Social Services from a previous incident. NOTE# no names were mentioned to 
him of the children that were assaulted. He also stated that the mothers were eit. 
in San Francisco or enroute back to Washington, D.C. 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 


FILE TITLE 


Finders Pate erm es ee ae 
COMPLAINT NO. CASE NO. we 


; 
; ILES 
x TIve [Cj cLosep REQUESTED ACTION |OTHER OFFICERS eheee RELATED IE 


COMPLETED 
ACTION REQUES . 
FROM: 2 biped (J OTHER 


~ 


BY 

Detective 
“N"Intelligence 
pare February 20,1987 © 


OOOOO 


REPORT RE: 


ic a Ae 


ctivel __]con 
Telephone number 
concerning a Listing o er name and additional information contained 


in the "Finders' records. 


very upset that the police were contacting her and 
etective assured her that our only interest was that her name we 
and information about her children were in the files. stated 


that she needed_a babysitter and contacted Georgetown University for a sid 
| Sr stated that st i the name of 

and interviewe er Se or eam FO that she v have 
hired but she never showed up for a interview. Det ctive 

assure that she was in no danger and the investigation was 
continuing and that the police department was still going through computer 
information and vast amounts_of information and if her name surfaced again 
she would be Ses Cs Semana what would have happened if 

the "Finders" got into her residence and Detective told her that 

he was unsure of any motives and that anything woul e speculative. 


On February 20,1987 Beree eve i aa Iie contacted byl who 


stated that she was a freelance writer and that she was going to write 
a story for the Washington Post on Sunday concerning her involvement with 
the "Finders". seem ey to interview Detective and 


was given the number and name of ac, es P.I,0.. Detective bé 
[___|specifical1y requested that any Information concerning the inter- b7c 
View With her not be used as it was a ongoing investigation.[ 
stated that she was going to write an article from the point Of a mother 
who was duped into believing a. represenative of the "Finders" who stated 


she was from Georgetown University and working from within the framework. 

of the University. stated she was going to use Detective 
ame_and Detective] _—s | requested that she did not. 

Captain |___JPTO notified 2727072 00 bre Sarcoan itcher no ied 130C 
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Domestic Security 


FILE TITLE i. D, NO, ARREST NO. 
Finders Investigation SOucLAINT Os SENG: 
ee: b6 
b7C 

Ghaetive [] ctosen [] REQUESTED ACTION OTHER OFFICERS ene RELATED FILES 

ACTION REQUESTED COMPLET 
CJ FRom: ([] oTHER 
BY Cl 

Detective - 19 
UNIT Thtelligence 4 
pate February 26,1987 oO 


REPORT RE: 


__ Interview with 


6) Detectives 
interviewed a former member of the Fi 
that he had been affiliated with the "Finders" for and was 


b6 
stated that he believed the "Finders" to be 7° 
overeducated fools who sought_out_a_ man such asL___|to find some type of ident-- " 


ity[ _|stated he felt thatL_____|was a genius who held a extremely strong hold 
‘over the members of the cult by promising them sexual gratification, power and money. 


was trained as a 


As to the personalites of the members of the nfinders{ __|stated | <i 
was a homosexual and a former abused child. He also believes that if an 
of the children were abused thatL______Jwould be a prime suspect stated that 
as the former enforcer of the group and is associated with 


at this time.[___|believed that the "Finders" are attempting to destroy 
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CO) BROieN REQUESTED = OTHER Sergeant John Stitcher ql bye 


february 27,1987 


Information received by the informant 


REPORT RE: 


received a letter at her 
e letter was postmarked 


é return address was 
"Pinders". The letter attache b6 
b7c 


b7D 


This information was related to AUSA on Friday, February 
27,1987 for her consideration. 
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FILE TITLE 


FINDERS 


b3 
b6 


In Closing questions to he stated that he knew nothing about any sexual b7c 
abuse toward e felt that they were in excellent health and well 
being. Nor did hé Know of any‘type of abuse or neglect on any of the children. He 


stated that he left the radio shack computer in the phone booth while checking 
electronic mail in Tallahassee...using the MCI system and simply forgot the machine. 
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On Feb. 1, 1987 the 


b6 
b7c 


the adults decided to split up for a day or so 


b6 
b7C 


had left a message about the D.C. Police coming by the house on and 
Tallahassee Police contacting him by phone, in regards to the adults and the 
children. NOTE# [aie state that the reason they did not go to the 
Tallahassee Police, was dué to the fact that this type harrassment was common and 
they felt they would not be able to resolve the issue. 


in the later part_o e aay, ey b7c 
Called who told them what had happened. Agair| _|stated that 


they did nothing, due to the history of harrassment, BUT WHEN PRESSED FOR EXAMPLES HE 
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FINDERS 


b3 
b6 
b7c 
b6 
b7C 
Once in Berea,L ———S—S—SCSCSC—CCCC‘#d A UHempted too get the children into the a 
school, but were unable too. They decided then, due to the cold weather to take the 
children to Florida and received permission from the mothers to go on the trip. 
The subjects drove the six children to Florida around the middle of Jan. 1987 and 
stayed at place in Archer, Florida, Approximately one week later, on 
ere joined in Archer b b6 
b7c 
drove down to Florida in two vehicles 
On the 28th of Jans | eee 
and drove down to Ocala, Fla. and returned later in the evening. 
On the morning of the 29th of Jan., 
loaded up the two vans with the kids, while 
headed west toward Texas. The vans headed south east to Juniper Springs 
campgound in Ocala National Forest and spent 3 nights at that location, (29-30-31). b6 
During the day hours some of _the men went to Ocala to work while the others stayed b7Cc 
with the kids. According to they occupied two campsites at that location. 
also stated that he and visited with an Irving Fiske in Ocala. 
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BY a 
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Intelligence o 
DATE 2/9 /87 | a 
REPORT RE: 


Interview of 


The interview was conducted at the WFO/FBI by bet] 


Since the interview was conducted_to determine facts about the children and not about 
any direct criminal activity a subject of the interview 
was not advised of his constitutional ri Ss. 

The following information was provided vy. regarding the children and the 
trip to Florida. 
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PATE February 9, 1987 | 


REPORT RE: 


_INTERVIEW WITH 
b6 


SYNOPSIS b7c 


OOOO 


On February 6, 1987, a United States District Court Search Warrant was 

executed onf iin the market area. During. the cou 
xecution_o @ warrant, the writer was asked to interview sl 

cag bet. [os What follows is a.summary of that interview: 


DETAILS 


At 1005 am. Febraary 6, 1987, the writer conducted an interview ee 
Pd vas asked t0 relate 3s 
1s knowledge of the people who were conducting business on the premises bic 
stated that he had been_in business in the block 
for about noticed the people atL____|shortly after he opened. 


He saéates ere were four or five white males who he would see there 
regularly. Soemtimes there would be others but mainly it was just four or 


five. At one point, he got into a discussion with one of the regular subjects 
who told him a ea | also stated that on 
several ocassions he_has seen two white children who he stated always appeared 


ragged and dirty at On some of. these ocassions, he has noticed that 
the children were accompanied by two women bo&h white. He stated that he 


would be able to recognize photographs of the children and the other persons 
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